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" as from 38 Poyang Roe d, Hankow, Hupeh, China.
June S5, 1946

Dear Mr., Whitney: This is a sample of what ten-years' use of a typewriter

in Western Yunnan - plus a 4-5 weeks' trip over China's countryside - can

do to a machine! With patience I can work it, if you in turn will use
patience in deciphering what I am trying to write. We have heard of people
who can fix typewriters here, but they are hard to find and prices are bad.
Bighop Gilman feels this Corona could well be put into the junk heap, but I
still prefer using it to writing by hand. In Hankow we use the Bp.'s portable.
If any one should say to you, "What must I take to China?" my present answer
woud be DDT. That marvellous powder (or at least we hear it 1s marvellous)
was our envy in Yunnan where we could get none of it. We thought surely when
we got to Hankow where there were so many relief agencies that one has to be
smart to get to the right committee meeting, surely we would be urged to teke
and use DDT. However, we are going through a great period of disillusionment.
Some places claim they onece had it, others say they have some but only for
institutional use - and when one tries to find some place to buy it, there
just is not any to buy. It is true that UNRRA with CNRRA is spraying the
Wuhan area occasionally withDDT From the air, but CNRRA claims they don't have
enough to do it adequately. The CNRRA man said to me, "We are greylng agalnst
flies and mosquitoes.®™ To which I up and said, "But what about bedbugs?®
Somehow that vile creature has not worried the relief agencies. Our houses
have been occupled by Chinese refugees, Jap army, and Chinese army in some
cases - so what can one expeet to find in the houses? And we find them! One
man has told us to give him the cubic footage of the college property and the
society will see what it can do some time. In the meantime we are finding
®things.®™ I guess I have talked on this subject too longit Some say that

DDT can be given to institutions but not to people. The Jjist of all this is
for our people coming out to bring their own DDT - we may be flowing with it
by the time they get here, but right now it is sadly lacking.

John and Dr. Bien spend hours discussing rehabilitation allowances and housing.
The moving is pretty much over, except we just have word that a belated freight
truck turned over somewhere near Kwelyang, with one of the students on it hurt.
Most people are still getting on with a bed and a table, hoping to fit out
their rooms slowly. TFrom Church Relief clothing each man on the college staff
received two pr. of trousers and two pr. of old shoes. The women have also
received relief clothing - a pr. of shoes (unfortunately rather high-heeled

in most cases) - and three large garments or more smaller ones.

One great difference between the Hupeh people gnd the Yunnan people is that
the former like to appear neat and clean. In Yunnan the poorer and more
ragged a person appeared, the less likely I suppose he thought he would be
considered rich; - except on occasions when people would appear in elegant
clothes in Hsichow, they were quite content to go about with dirty, patched
garments - and the women often did not deem it necessary to comb their heir
till afternoons. Another great difference between the two provinces is that
now we are among people who want to work for a living - I still find it start-
ling to have several applicants appear for one job, But even here, the cost
of servants or workmen is becoming one of our problems.

Here at Boone the trees now in leaf are a constant sourse of pleasure, amd I
don't know why I thought so many had disappeared when I first visited the place
last February. ZEven in Hankow there are more trees than I had realized. No-
body yet has taken to fixing lawns - and all grow wild, with few cultivated

flowers, That will come in time, The colle%e regidences are be%ng wired in
O
wil

a short time. The Wuchang current is suffic tl oor so that n't enthuse
but electric%t %s nice. %efore ma f?nﬁyt is letter, I 1l try
u

eat to
%gnd ogﬁ current and voltage. At the moment in Wuchang the%e is s53ll oan
evening current, but Hankow now has daylight current too. he people wanting
jobs are becoming a worry. Our millionaire servants are of (Ed.ngte: sigﬁ).
Yunnan days are mild as ewe lambs! More ships now in port - goo 0O see m,
Wuchang Cgrrent - AC - 220 - pleage advertise = every letter ﬁaa that questlion!

We were so happy to recelve your letter. Sincerely {81 enda)Meary Coe




. 38 Poyang Road
0 Hankow.
o June 6, 1946,

b 4
Mr, J. E. Whitney,
281 Fourth Ave.,
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr, Whitney,

Just a line to go along with Mary's letter to say that I
finished the trek across China. It was about two thousand kilometers
from Hsichow to Changsha and then another two hundred twenty miles on
down here by train., The fact that it took me exactly one month to make
the trip should not make one think that for this kind of travel it was an
overly slow trip, but when everything is considered it was a fairly rapid
one, Some of our faculty who decided to travel on their own were finding
that it took them even longer to come through. There just isn't rapid
travel, There aren't repair stations and filling stations every few miles.,
You load on enough fuel to carry you a good part of your journey and you
hope that your chauffeur has stocked up with enough spare parts so that he
will be able to get through - and off you start. If you are travelling
with a group of trucks, you can be pretty sure that at least one truek will
have trouble if not more each day., These trucks manage to keep going and
get there but they would be the despair of anyone at home. One morning
the truck that was running with us stopped and we stopped too. Presently
there were men under the truck, and before they had gotten through, they
had opened up the gear box and taken everything out and found one small
broken part. Fortunately they had a replacement with them which fitted.
Then they got the whole fing back together again and the truck started
right off without further delay. Of course it had taken two hours or so
for the operation but that was all part of the trip. I think the most
exasperating part of the business was to come up to a river ferry and
find eighty or ninety trucks ahead of you and see that you were in for a
two-day walt there. However, that happened only once, and when that occure-
red I took a bus on and got in here three days ahead of the main party.

I believe that Arthur Allen sent you word some years ago to make an annual
payment for my life insurance with the Church Life. Money has been
deducted from my salary on this end, and I trust that the payments have
been continued. The annual premium is US$171.75 due on the 19th of July.

It is a great pleasure to be back here in Wuhan where there is a bank
located within a few blocks instead of being twenty miles away, as it was
when we were in Hsichow.

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
(Signed) John L. Coe

per M.C,










June 18,1946

Dr. Francis C.M.Wei,
c/o Rev. Noel B, Slater,
25/Charles Street, :
Loxdon, W, 1, England,

i
My Lord:

I do not wish to greet you in any fashiop

less ted than the style to which you are growing ac- g
customed in England, although I still hope that in spite )
of ym'xr acoumulating honors you may still be *Franocis"
to me!l ~

G We were all delighted to get your letter of
June th, which arrived in one week, bringing us the good
news of your safe arrival, together with the most intere )
esting details of your share in the great service at -
the Abbey. I am so very glad you could have been present
there, I am sending at once the proper letters to Johnm,
and hope they will prove effective, ;

‘With every best wish and hoping to hear
from you again, I am

Yours arfeetionately,

JTA:M
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2lst. June. 1946.
Mr. Oliver g. Lyford, fﬂfM

54, Dana Place,
ENGLEWOODs Nedes, UsS.A.

Dear Mr. Lyforad,

I arrived safely at Southampton, late in the
evening of June 8th, after a very pleasant voyage on the
'Argentina'. It was 'Victory Day' in London when they had
an almost unprecedented celebration, with the whole eity
decorated, and the ling and Queen and all the celebrities
participating. If I had arrived half a day earlier I would
have taken it all as being in my honour, but I was Jjust
too latel There was no transportation at all in the ecity
except the Underground. Fortunately, my son-in-law, who is
doing post-graduate work in medical chemistry in Birmingham,
was &t the station to meet me and we took the Underground
at once to go out to Mr.Rattenbury's house, where I stayed
for three days as Mrs.Rattenbury's guest. The.Rattemburys of
course are old friends and I enjoyed tremendously my two days
of rest. sSince then I have been running around, taking the
train every day, speaking everywhere and sleepln; in a new
bed every night.

England has changed a great deal since I was
here eight years ago, but the whole world is changing. The
spirit of the Brltlsh people is just admirable. I am sure
they are going to do even greater things for the world in
this period of post-war reconstruction.

You will be interested to know that the London
Missionary society is considering very favourably and very
seriously sending a third missionary to Hua Chung for the
staff, and increasing its money appropriation. “o action as
“lyet been taken but Mr.Orchard, the new Secretary for China
succeeding Mr.Cocker Brown, is very sympathetic and wants to




2lste.June. 194¢
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ible to build up the new Hua Chung. Yesterday

ad a 2ood talk with Mr.Rattenbury of the Methodist Mission,
) akes exactly the same iew In hig wn words: "we |
nsider Hua Chung a most important institution Ior higher )

education in China". MNr.Orchar xpressed th ame oglrlou,
S0 it iu not true that the Churches in Central China &are not
University minded. Mr.Rettenbury assures me tha at his lission
will sug:urt shree missionaries on r staf d I am nopeful)
than when a better day returns, whe L.l m¢ ven support
four!
Mr.slater is doing plendid work in the China
Christian Universities Association. It is such a refreshing
change from lir.Castleton's d da; ; rs€ people are more
intexested in Chi now than 8 or 10 years ago. Today we are

oing to have the second Annual lNeeiling of he L;;c:;a*io;,with

tllo Archbishop of York in the Chair and LoI Luke speakinge
At both the Lunch and e afternoon Public lleeting I shall have
to say a few words, but lMr.olater has kindly outlined the

speeches for me so I do not have to do any Q'ULiLQ. but I shall

not be able to use his good Inglish. Zrer lrgyen ‘n“li:h
ith some Chinese and American accent may be more app *in;
to the linglish public.

y time
as I know exactly
1 report again.

enjoying my

I received a copy f letter of John Coe's dated June
re

nhas to do largely with finance. Richard Rien wrote on
June 8th. and yesterday I received a letter from John Lo. A1l
these letters have given me sufficient information about the
return of our people to Wuchang. The first group arrived on
May 22nd. and thé second group on laj 30th. Both John Lo and
Richard Bien give the ad news that one of our younger membhers
Che u:u“.—ﬂnl died on the boat from Changsha ta JU,“aLd. They
did not say what was the cause of his death, ilua«d Bien only
mentioned that he had a cold the night before. 1is is a blow
to me because I had hoped that this young man ml ,ht be able
to take over my classes in Philos oghr af ter three years post-
graduate studies in larvard. Bow I shall have tu find another
young man to develop.

I have heard from my son John in Hongkong and later
from Canton-and I am now in touch by meil with my family again.

with best wishes to you, Mrs.Lyford and your da
Yours bLZ”‘““ Y,
~77¢z££eza aft 1k4’1%1524

|

|
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54 Dana Place
Englewood, N.J.
August 22, 1946

Dre Franois C. M. Wel
Dear Franois:

I am very happy about your decision to remain as President of Hua
Chunge You have passed up great honors and what seem like great opportunities,
but the strength of your leadership in the national field of education in China
has been magnified by this step. It illustrates so conclusively the power of
the Chrisian motive of servioe over narrow personal ambition. I hope that
every one of your students, now and in the future, will in some degree be in-
fluenced by your personification of the power in the quiet life of faith in
Christ's teachings.

You have challenged every one of us in Faoulty, Directors and
Trustees to be more Christian than we ever have been in our servioce to Hua Chung
and the Chinese people. I personally accept the challenge end pledge my support
to the limit of my ability. Furthermare, I feel sure that, with this stimulus,
Hua Chung will fulfill its destiny.

We are face to faoe with the main problem of individumls in the life
of our two great nations and in fast the problem of each real Christian in the
modern world, namely, how to blend with the intense sotivity of materialistio
responsibilities an adequate amount of sympathetic understanding of our asso-
olates and faith in their best qualities, without being primarily conscious of
their short-comings. Unless we have this spirit with reference to those who
are olose at hand, we oannot be of very much use in the broad fields of national
and international affairs.

I am saying such things to myself as I sit here in this very quiet
place fay removed from the noises and interruptions of the busy world, and as I
look back over an sctive life of 656 years in industrial engimesering in asso-
oiation with all kinds of people, great and smally I try to cull out of those
momories the experiences whioh should govern my relations with others in my
remaining years. They resolve themselves into the simple oconolusions outlined
above., I am sure you will be in sympathy with them.

Devotedly,

Oliver S. Lyferd

(Mailed for me in my absence )
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64 Dana Place
Englewood, N.J.
August 22, 1946
Dr. Franois C. M. Wel
My Dear Sir:

I received on August 19th, back here in New England, your letter of August 10th frem
Coambridgee How much easier our correspondence would be if letters took enly this amount of
time in transit. I suppose you have reached Shanghai and possibly Viuchang by today. Ve
shall all look forward with much interest to receipt of your first letter and the report
of your first cbservations.

It is evident from your letter that Dr. Van Dusen msde much the same statemsnts te you
regarding the politioal situation es he did te the Executive Committee of the Associated
Eoards at our meeting held immediately after his return from Chinae Developments since then
have been closely in line with his opinion. I asked him speoifieally about the probable
condition on the Yangtze liiver and its bearing on the advisability of sending people &nd
equipment to Hua Chung in the immediate future. Iis answer was the same as he gmwe to you
and we are prooeeding mccordingly. FHowever, it does take & large measure of faith to do
this in the face of the reports frem China in the daily pepers.

Dr. Paul Ward, with his very competent wife and two sweet children ere spending a short
vacation with his parents at Templeton, lass., about 25 miles from here, and they came over
for dinner yesterday. Ve were very glad to have our two families get soquainted, and I had
the opportunity for a goed talk with him. He told me of & conversation with John Lo in
which John made the poigt that Hue Chung needs teachers more than it needs books and equip~-
ment. Therefore he urged that Paul and Catherine oome to Chinm as soon as possible even if
it shall oause delay in some purchases. I understand that this is the opinion of the
Senate s0o w reviewed the program of purchasing and decided that Paul should prepare a re-
vised program on the basis of a sailing date about Ootober 1, and report his oconclusions
to you as early as possible. Consideringthe time which he sand his wife must have to prepare
for the trip, and also the stage of development in some of the important purcheases, I am
satisfied that it would not be wise for him to leave before Ootober 1, but sailing on sbout
that date seems possible.

I oabled Dr. Bein on Auygust 12 advising that he sonsult General Johnson at the Americen
Consulate in Shanghai regarding complete mobile mechine shops for sale in China which
possibly would be suitable for Hua Chunge. Since then Paul Ward hes made contact with the
authorities in the U. S. War Department and has informetion which looks very encouraging.

I enclose herewith "Army Service Forces Catalogs Eng 6, 80006 and Eng.6,810=07" giving lists
of"Shop Equipment, Motorised, Machine Shop, Light" and "Shop Equipment, 6th fohelon Vood~-
working, Set. No.7". Ve are advised that sets of these Shop Equipments should be available
somewhere in China and I hope they ocan be obtained in Shanghai. Vie have net received any
prices, but if they arrive they will be fer new equipment in the U.S. whereas the price in
China for an available set may be oonsidersdly lower. Deliveries of machine tools in this
oountry are very slew and this is another reason why it may be desiradble to take one of
these sets even if not just what you want. The South Bend lathe Vorks mekes the outstanding
lathe for your purposes and their lathe No. 187<RN, which is illustrated in other enclosures
herewith, iz a very good tool.

These Army equipments sare electrically driven and are provided with motors designed
for operation with 115 volt, 60 oycle, single phase current. This is not standard in China
and a spesial generator to provide the owrrent will be necessary. The mobile machine shops
must have such gensrators and I hope you can get one. In feot, you may find it desireble
to purchase the entire mobile unit, inocluding the truck, and later sell the truck. This
would enable your mechenic to get to work at once, but eventually you would have &
stationary generator driven either by a Diesel engine or by a motor-generator receiving
power from the public power station.

In our cable of August 12 we requested a cable reply but none has been received. I know
how important this shop equipment is for the College, but I do not see how we ocan do much
more regarding it until we hear frem you.

: I am sending this te Miss Vander Wende in New York to be typed and farwarded to you.

With warmest regards to all of our friends, I am

Yours very sincerely,

Miver 8. Mm"d




COPY

Hua Chung (Central China) College
Wuchang,China,
August 28,1946

Rev. A. M, Sherman,S.T.D.,
C/0 281 Fourth Ave.,
New York City 10, U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Sherman:

After I left you in New York I crossed the Atlantic on the "Argentina®
in a very pleasant voyage, and arrived in/®ndon on June 8. I had two very
busy months in England. Mr. Slater of the China Christian Universities Asso-
ciation had practically eve eting for me when I had to
speak. I finished my last engagemen ugust 10 with the Study Départ-
ment of the Provisional Committee of the World Qouncil of Churches, where I
had the opportunity of meeting with meany eminent church leaders and theologians
from America, Great Britain, and Continental Europe. I spent my last three
days with Dr. Anderson of the Church Missionary Society in a London suburban
town,
On August 13 I left London by bus from the office of the RAF to go to
Lyneham Airfield, where the York 196 took off at seven o'clock the next morning,
August 14. We arrived at Cairo that evening, and we staid there for twenty-
four hours so as to glve the crew some rest and to go over the motors, etc.
At midnight of the 15th we took off again and arrived at Karachi, India, on
the 16th., There we stopped for about aight hours and then took off on the
17th, arriving in the afternoon of the same day at Calcutta, which was the

fourth day of our air trip.

We found Calcutta in turmoil. The Moslems and Hindus were killing each
other. The situation was so tense that the RAF did not permit any of the passen-
gers to go into the city from the airfield. We waited there anxiously until
past eleven o'clock when we were sent to the Gramde Hotel in Calcutta, with
a military convoy. All the way we found dead bodies, wrecks of cars and vehic-
les, houses aflame and others completely torn dowa. The situation the next
morning was not improved, but 1 was able to get in touch by telephone with Mr.
Burton Rogers of the Friends' Service Unit in calcutta, formerly of Yale Mid-

el School in Changsha, who was an old friend. He came to see me, and we went
straight to the booking camter of the RAF and learned, much to my disappointment,
that there was at least eighty passengers waiting for a plane to 80 to Hong-
kong from Calcutta. It would mean at least two weeks waiting if I should try to
go to Hongkong an : Since the people
in the college were eager
many problems awaitling my arrival, I thought I would fly from Calcutta to Hem-
kow by CNAC. It happened that the Director of the CNAC was a Hankow man and &
former student of Griffith John Middle School. He recognized me in the street
and took me and Mr. Rogers back to his office where I was promised immedliately
a seat on the next plame, which would fly on August 21, which was only three
days later, I went ofer to the RAF booking office, which was in the same bulld-
ing, and got assurance that I would be able to get a refund for the portion of
the air Aourney from Calcutta to Hongkong, if I should change over to CNAC to
fly by tHeir plane to Hankow instead. With this assurance T at once booked my

passage from Calcutta to Hankow.

We took off at seven o'clock Hankow time on August 21 and arrived at
the Wuchang airfield at eight o'clock in the evening of the same
great excitement to be in Wuchange again,although from the plane I could not
catch any qlimpse of the city, not to mention our own buildings, because we were
flying dirc:etly from the south as the plane was coming from calcutta,Bhamno,




Kunming to Wuchang through EKwangsi.

They took us from the airfield to the river by truck, and a steam launch
was ready to take us to the jetty of the CNAC at the former French Conocession.
Th&s part of the journey took an hour and a half, and I was able to get a
Bickshaw at the jetty and went straight to the Wuchang ferry Jetty beyvoh@
the Customs House, When I got back to T'an Hwa Lin by rickshaw with the
heavy load of my luggage and everything else, it was almost eleven o'clock
and the front gate was shut. I got it opened and found my .ouse still oo~
cupied, so that the Coes had to put me up that night in their living room,
but I was able to move into my own house the next day,

Since then I have been able to look over the campus, go about a little
in the city of Wuchang, and talk to many of my colleagues and students. 1t
has been a very pleasant surprise that most of the trees are still here on
the campus., I do not believe that more than A5% of them have heen cut down,
To eny stranger who did not know the place at all, it would not be notice-
able that trees have been cut down at all, There are, of course, no lawns
because wealts have been growing in the open spaces for the last six years

at least,

The buildings are in much bettdr shape than I had expected. Not a great
deal of flooring had been destroyed, Windows and doors were gone, but Dr,
Taylor has been back here since December, and under very diffiocult conditions
he has been able to do a splendid job in cooperation with sk Mr, Kemp, who
has been doing the same thing for the middle school. The buildings and the
residences are in fairly good repair now with glass window panes, but no
sereening. Most of the doors have no knobs nor locks, and many of the win-
dows do not have hooks. Dr. Taylor is getting laborers to work on those
things now, but all this will take a great deal of time.

3t. Hilda's Middle School was =ble to use some of our buildings during
the spring, but we are trying to have some further improvements made before
the college starts its next academic year., I have not assumed office yvet,
because I want to have & few days to get my re-orientation., Dr. Bien is
still carrying on, and I shall resume my office again on Monday,Sept. 2,

Over 4,000 students have taken our entrance examinations here, in
Changsha, and in Kunming. The Committee has not been able to read all their
papers yet,but so far the report has come to me that they are of higher
standard than those in Yunnan during the war years, If we should plan to
have 40O students, we would be able to pick the very best, some of whom may
come up to pre-war standards for admission, I believe only 100-120 old
students will retun, and that is natural because most of them are Yunnan
students who may not want to take the long Jjourney to Wuchang away from home,
Yesterday a telegram came tO me, saying that two of our Yunnan students
were in a car wreck,one of them being killed and the other severely injured.

Under these circumstances we have to be prepared to build up on our
enrollment again with new students admitted here in Wuchang, The Senate
has decided to have only 350 students, but the pressure is so great that we
may have to go up to 400, Whether it is 350 or 400, we shall have to use
double decker beds in the dormitories. We are using the dormitory in Ingle
Hedl,which will accommodate 120; the old Women's Hospital at the London
Mission on the same street with us where we may Iind sufficient accommoda-~
tion for about 1003} and we are hoping to have the use of our old Pu Ke
Church which may accommodate 60 students, These three places will teke
care of 280 men students, and the Yam Hostels, old and new, will accommodate
130 girls. The men students will be crowded ,but they will understand that




.
this is still the aftermath of the war.

During the next year, as soon as prices come down to twice the gold price
Of the pre-war period, I feel it would be justifiable for us to put up some
hostels for students and twelve residences for faculty members. Now the
faculty members are being crowded into all sorts of places, which were not
intended for faculty residences. It is very encouraging that the morale of
both the faculty and students is such that they are prepared to stand al-
most anything.

There is no sign of famine in this part of the country. PFood is plenti-
ful, but prices are high. Inflation,of course, is still going on, and it
is becoming worse everyday. In terms of American dollars, wages are about
four times the pre-war level, and prices in the market about three to three
and a half times pre-war, Of course, it would sound fabulous to quote
Chinese figures to you which would not mean anything to you in /merica.

I was entertained three days ago by the new governor at his residence, and
I had the opportunity of meeting there members of the provincial government
who were conocurrectly commissioners, except the Commissioner of Rducation
who was away in Nanking, the new president of Wuhan University and two or
three of the leading pfofessors. Some of the CNRRA people were among the
guests, We had only fourteen guests in that purty. Being the first oc-
casion for me to meet with thos e people after my return, I d4id not want to
discuss any of the political problems, but from the general trend of the
conversation I did not gather that they took the civil war very seriously.
As a matter of fact, it was never mentioned at all., The newspapers in New
York may lead one to think that civil war is very ravaging, but there is no
indication in the life of this part of the country that it is coming near to
us, I am personally of the opinion, however, that the government will have
to go through the fighting, and no psaceful settlement will be reached until
possibly a year from now, but at the same time I have the feeling that we
are perfectly safe along the mid-Yangtze Valley.

I have not had an opportunity to meet with the Senate yet. Since I am
resuming office on September 2, I am calling a Senate meeting on that day,
to be followed on the next Saturday, September 7, by a meeting of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Board of Director s. There are many problems which
must have their decision.

With the Bishop away in Americs, I have not been able to take up somne
of the questions as far as the Mission is concerned, but I have had several
conversations with Mark Li, who is now the prineipasl of Boone Middle School.
He is always cooperative and willing ‘o cooperate with the college in every
way possibdd,

You may have hesrd that a week before I left England I had a cablegram
from Dr. Franklin, relaying a telegram from Bishop Roberts in Shanghal , say-
ing I had been eleoted the new president of St. John's University and asking
for an {immediate cabled reply. I knew that the presidency of St.John's
would mean eventually the presidency of the new East China United University
: pf St, John's, Soochow, and Hangchow cooperating. That is going to be a big

nstitution with many complicated problems, My first reacticn was that ny
uty was to return to Hua Chung, where I would be needed for the next five
ears at least during the period of reconstruction and consolidation. But

{:y second thought gave me the feeling that it might be God's call to a more
|phallenging Job. 80 I gave the proposition the most prayerful and careful
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consideration, and I consulted four or fige English and American friends,
including Stanley xon, Harry Silcock of the Friends Service in London,

and VanDusen and Decker of New York who came to the same conference in
Cambridge which I attended. Dixon, of course, was of the opinion that I
should to Wuechang. Harry Silcock felt that I should accept the challenge to
g0 to Shanghal. van Dusen and Decker reacted immediately that I should
accept the offer, but after I had stated my reasons for declining they agreed
with me. In the first place, it wouid not be fair to my colleagues and all
the Hug Chung friends for me to leave the work at this Jjuncture when my
services would be very much needed. 1In the second place, while the work in
Shanghai might be harder, 1ife would be more comfortable, and it would not
be possible to make it clear to all my friends that I was not going to Shanghal
for the mmmxmix comforts, but for the challenge. Thirdly, if I should go to
Shanghai, I would have to spend the rest of my active life entirely in ad-
ministration which is not my strongest line, whereas if I should remain in
Wuchang, I know my colleagues and my students and alumni, and the situation
and the problems are all familiar to me. I may have at least a considemable
portion of my time for study and writing, which many friends in Europe and
America would expect me to do for the sake of the World Church, and that is
my main hope. Perhaps I may serve petter by sticking by my Job in Wuchang
than going to Shanghai and taking a new job., So before I left London I
cabled Bishop Roberts declining the offer of the St. John's presidency, and
I am going to write him explaining my position. I hope this will meet with
the approval of the Hua CHung Board of Founders and the Natlonal Council

of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States.

Looking back upon my year abroad, I feel maét grateful for the oppor-
tunities of service and the privilege of making new friends, as well as
meeting old acqualntances. Everywhere I went I was overwhelmed with hos-

pitalit; and kindness. Sometimas it #ms difficult for me to get across to
people some of the visions I saw for Hua Chung, but I &am confident that in the

course of time our dreams will be realized,

The M.M.S and the L.M.S. are most eager that the Central China Union
Theological Seminary cooperate with Hua Chung in Theologiocal Training, for
which we are most eager, and it is only today that the Rev, O.H.Schmidt,
ixecutive Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Evangelical Lu-
therean Synod of Missouri and Other States, and one of the new missionaries from
that society came to see me and raised the question whether would be able to
take their language school for missionaries under our wing, eventually to make
it a part of our program. I have been always of the opinion that missionaries
and other people who are to work in this part of the country should learn the
language right here instead of going to Nanking or Peiping. To have a languege
school operating under the university would not be a very expensive proposi-
tion,and it would be a very good opportunity for us to get the new people on
the right track in the understanding of China and Chinese oulture. So I am
undertaking to do %%, since the Evangelical Lutheran Synod is willing to
under#rite the expense. New projects of this kind would add to the usefulness
of Hua Chung; and wherever we are able to serve the churches &nd the mission

we ought to do our very best, sparing no effort,

I am sending a copy of this letter to pr.Addison, Mr.Lyford,and Mr.
Slater,so as to save Mrs, Coe's dictation,

With affectionate regards to you and all my friends in America and

England,l remain
Yours as ever,
Francis C.M.Wel

“m o plesam show to Bp.Gilman and make copies for Goetsch and Yale-in-China.

(56 7
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, Dr. Franmeis C.M.¥ei{ President RBast Jaffrey, N.H. / <« «
Dear Sirt TRIS COPY FOR MR, POWLER September 10, 1946 -~ /.

I am still away in the country, but our vacation is nearing the end and I expect to
retutn to Englewood on Monday, September 16 and to be at 281 Tourth Avemue on the following day.
Yesterday John @reiner telephoned to me the cabdlegram signed by you and Mr. Coe, and after
reviewing the situation with the comditions in mind which are outlined below I could see no
good reason why you should mot proceed with the comstruction of such 2 building as you
described, so I autherised Mr, Greiner to cable for me an approval of the recommendation.

I have been slowv in answering Mr. Cee's letters of July 19 and Augist 14, dut 1
acted on the information in the first letter, coupled with reports from Psul Ward, and distri-
buted to the Fus Chung Executive Committee, on August 15, a report of vhich I enclose a copy
herewith. Therefors we all have before us, as an interim estimate, the figures in this report.

I have used U.S. figures, as these are the only ones that are sufficiently stable
for our purposes. N.C. income and expenses were reduced to U.8. at 2000 to 1.

Referring first to the costs of moving and rehabilitation, the figures as of Nov, 1,
1946, are a combination of data from Paul Ward and John Coe and are supposed to cover disburse-
ments in both U.S. and China. Dr. Ward is sending to you periodic reports on his operations
and Mr. Coe has Mr. Oreiner's report of receipts and disbursements for the year ending July 31,
1946.

Mr. Greiner was umable to forward a balance sheet of the college asccounts and an
analysis of the surplus account before leaving on his vacation, but our general sssumption is
that all the costs of travel and rehabilitation will be covered by special income provided for
the purpose and the surplus funds as of August 1, 1945 will remain intact as of August 1, 1946.
This of course is only a hope until the books in New York and China shall be closed and this
also will require some adjustments after Mr. Coe's report for the year ending July 31 has been
received. We are fully conscious of the handicaps under which his réport is being prepared
and everyone appreciates his efforts for and loyalty to the College. Yacations for the New York
officials this year were especially important because of exhaustive work during previous months.

It was unierstood, when the budget for moving and rehabilitation was adopted by
the Trustees, that the expenses under Items 1 to 6 would probably vary conziderably from the
estimate but it was felt that the to6al should not exceed U.S. $275,000. It began to look as
though the rise in the cost of living in China would require a total income in excess of this
figure, but with the spiral of inflation starting from a new exchange ratio of 3000 or more to
1, it may be that the total expense, expressed inm U.S. currency may be even less than this,

The influence of foreign trade on exchange is just what I expected. On the other hand we are
not overlooking the fact that a revolution in China may upset all financial calculations.

I am not surprised that you have had to resort to the building of additional
housing for the students, except that I had hoped that with such a large number of applicants
to draw from you might be able to select many from local families and living at home.,

I assume that your recommendations for the use of the 100 million from the Government
was mainly as a means of comverting this cash into tangidle assets as soon as possidle. The
ultimate record of the use of this grant can of course correspond with the intentions of the
Govermment. Our only concefn here is as to the effect of this expenditure on the total budget.

Referring to the estimated income you will note that the only uncertain receipts
are the additional amounts from the Associated Boards and the U.C.R. I shall teke up the sub-
jeet with Mr. Bvans as soon as I get back to New York.

My discussion thus far has related to the extraordinary expenses of moving and
rehabilitation and the income therefor from special funds. Referring mow to the budget for the
new year, I camnnot see how you can do otherwise than pay the Government scale of salaries and
subsidies, but this important matter will have to be acted upon by the Trustees at the October
meeting.

You will see that I have reported to the Hua Chung Executive Committee Mr. Coe's
assumption of U.5.$60,000 from western sources, but with some arbitrary assumptions as to the
distribut ion between the various sources. Through an oversight I omitted the contribution of
Niss Johnston from the figures which I sent out. None of these sources are definitely committed
to these figures but I shall communicate with them for this purpose in advance of the October
meeting. It will be difficult to get any more than U.S5.$60,000 or $65,000 and we shall have to
hope that exchange and living index will climd along together so as to make this sufficient.

1 note that the College account is frogsen at Shanghai, but Mr. Goe does mot appear to
be concerned about it.

I am very hopeful that you will be able to secure the necessary shop equipment from
thé U.S. Govermment people. I have nothing new to report om this matter. I have not heard from
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Yard recently about negotiations in Vasghington.

I sincerely trust that Dr. Biem has fully recovered from the illmess which Mr. Coe
ted in his last letter.

The Ostoder mesting of the Board of Trustees will be a motabdle one Yocsuse fimal !
as on wniom with the United Board will de taken and all possidle foresight will De mecessary |
der that the new set-up shall be bemsfieial for the Oollege from the outset.

With varmest regards to all and great persemal appreciation of the straia under
. a1l are working, I am

Yours very simserely,
Oliver 8. Igyford,
Treasurer.

d for Mr. w"‘
s adsense.

s to Dr. Sherman, Mr. Fovler, Nr. Greiner
ir. Jgford at Ingleweod.
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Rev. J. Thayer Addison, D.D. RiIGN MEGIONS
¢

281 Fourth Avemue EP 2714

Dear Thayer: » 281-4th AVE., NEY? YORK |

1 was very happy to receive your letter the other day, dated August 25, from New Yorke It gave
8 me great pleasure to know that you agreed with me en my decision to remain ot Hua Chung for
exactly the reasons you have stated in your letter. Before your letter came, I hed not felt
very mich at ease in reaching my decision withoyt consulting you. Now that you have confirmed
my feelings I feel very hanpy indeed.

It is wonderful indeed that my cablegram reached you in iess than two days. I sent it the day
after my arrival at Wicheng, and I got back to the campus only about midnight of August 21.

I resumed my duties as president on Sevtember 2, and it is not necessary for me to say that ev-
eryday since then I have had to face soms pretty diffisult problemsyput both the facuity and
those students who have travelled back to the college with us, as well as those who have re~

joined us during the last few weeks, have been showing a wonderful spirit. This mekes my work
much easier, althoygh there are other problems which no humen being can solve at the present
time. Prices are sky-highj the buildings are still in pretty bad condition such as floors with
big holes, windows and doors without hooks, no screening in the houses and theretore plenty of
mosquitoes, and umisual heat for September. All the eqyipment, books, and rurniture left be-
hind in 1938 have to be replaced, and the replacement is so difticult. The whoie of Wuchang

seems so strange to me with new roads which were built the first yearg of the war, more friends
to meet, and an entireiy new situation to face. Fortunately, the Oivil War seems to be at

quite a distance from us. Unless one reads the newspapers carerully, one may not realize that

fighting is going on in the countrye. Everybody to whom I have tdidked dur::i the last three
weeks feels quite confident that our part of the country will not be invol in the fighting,
end T have met qyite a mumber of people in the government, in bgsiness, in education, and in

other circles.

The most surorising thing to me has been the fact thet we have electric light and water sup-
plied by the city. The electric current is not very reliable, neither is the wat er supply very
constant, but still we have theme There are plenty of food supplies. Certainly there is no
sign of famine, or even scaroity, and there are things available which I could not goet even

in Mngland. It looks as if America has been very kind to China. L.

Dr. Richard Bien, who was acting president dring my absence, succeeded 14 lining yp a pretty

god faculty with only vacancies now in Mathematics, Misic, and Sociology+ The department of
English is still shorthanded, and I em the only one to teach the courses in Philosophy, which

will mesn nine hours 2 week on top of my administrative duties. I hed been training up a

graduate of Hua Chung to take over my courses, byt he died on the way from Changsha to Wohang.
T have not been able to find anybody with the qualifications to teach the courses in Philosophy

as I would like to ses them teught. Byt teaching is always my recreation, and sc we shall be

able to carry on if we find & men to teke over some of my courses. The only pity is that my
time is ocoupied with the elementary ocourses in Philosophy so that I shall not be able to teach

the History of Religion or some advanced courses in Philosophy which I would enjoy more.
]

I fiave not been able to get a definite reply from Edmjnd Heu as to his return to Huachung. When.
I was in Bngland, he wrote that he would talk the matter over with me in Shanghai . At the time

. of his writd he had, of course, the assumption that I would be in Shanghai, although he digd not‘
| say so. Now hat I am here instead of being in Shanghai, I would like to teke up agein with him

s
-
v
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the question of his to W a professor of fystematic Theology. The question is
whether Bishop Oraighill and Bishop Roberts will agredte his leaving St. Jolm's, becmuse
(Bishop Shem will certainly bring presare to bear on the bishops' decision in keeping him.

Shortly after my return I wrote to Dr. Sherman, president of the Board, and in that letter I
went into some delnils with regard to the conditions I found on our csmpus and in the city.

I have not takenthe time to go inte these detalls agein as I assume that a eopy of that
letter will be put on your desk by Earl Fowler.

It is great news that you are flying from the BStates on October 5, We are ready te welcome
you and your Oommission here in Wjchang sometime in November. I sm getiing a guest room ready
in my house, as my family is not with me, so that your lordship may condescend to stay with

me, Please tell Margaret that I will arrange for you to board with one of the mission femilies
during your stay in Wycheng because I know that you would not eat Chinese food.

With the best wishes to you and Margaret,
Yours affectionately,

%ccr’(&
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Mr. Oliver S. lyford

54 Dana Place
mglewocod, New Jersey, Ue Se Ae

Dear Mr. I.yford:

I received day before yesterday your personal letter to me, dated August 22, as well as the

official /let.tor w_h:lfoh hes to do largely with the pgrchase of equipment for the workshope
M Lol i~ Ll

1 turned 4% at once over to Richard Bien, asking himto give me a memorsndum so thet I may

answer ite.

I thank you very much for your personal letter, which gives me a great deal of satisfaction.
I am afraid it is not from any Christian motive that I declined the offor-,towst. John's.

If enything, it was selfishness because I realized thet I would have a happier time here

in Wuchang working with ny old colleagues. Also with the administrative duties not so heavy
here as they would be in the new place I could find more time for my own hobbies, to read,

to teach, and perhaps to do some writinge It is very encouraging indeed that yoy take it as
a challenge and pledge your support to the limit of your ability for the promeotion of the in-

terest of Hjachunge

AWith regard to the conditions as I foynd them upon ny retyrn three weeks ago, I have & lready

written in detail to Dr. Sherman, with a copy sent to you just to save time in writing anoth-
or letter with pradtically the same contentse

I wish, however, to add that after some general observetions on the price situations in this
part of the coyntry, I have reached the oconclusion that we would buy whatever land that is
good for us to buy, and even to put up buildings at a comparatively small expense, if the
cost should be not more than double the pre-war price in terms of Americen currency. For
instence, two years before the wat we paid NO$40 a fang, which is ten Chinese square feet,
and at thst time NO$40 was US§13. In the same neighborhood some good pleces of lend are
available, and we have decided to buy if the price is not more Us$26. The price that we
have been paying is only N0$55,000, which is the equivaient of US$16.50. The seme thing
spplies to the erection of some small byildings which are necessary for us to accommodate
the increased enrollment of 400 studentaduring the next yeer and to house the whole faculty

and staff.

On September 7 the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors hed a meeting in my house,
and they recommended to the Directors that one-half of the NC$100,000,000 fer Rehabilitation

Grant to the eollege by the government should be appropriated for the erection of & semi~-

permanent hostel for mem and & set of Msic Practice Rooms for the Misic students. It is
necessary to erect a dormitory for the men students because we expeot about 280-300 men stud-

ents and 100 to 120 women gtudents. The Yen Hostel, with #s annex built in the summer of
1957, will acocommodate 130 women students, and therefore the women will be well taken cere
of, even when we allow them %0 use single beds although the rooms are a little bit more

crowded them before the wap by having more beds pgt in them.

As to the men students, the situation is pretty tough. We ysed to have three hosteis for
men: part of Ingle Hall (the other part being used by the Physics eand Biology Department
and the Diningroom), Poyu Hostel whioh is Methodist, and the old Divinity School Byilding .
Berore I returned, the Housing Committee had decided to use Poyu Hostel for faculty and
staff femilies by putting some pertitions in, and the old Divinity School for teachers

without families, These two hostels wouid accommodate at the best only apout 60 students,
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but they are not available for the next term for students since they have been assigned to
faculty and staff members. 8o only Ingle Heil is iefi for swudentv accommodations. By pgt=~
ting double deckers in, we e we oan accommodate 120 mem students. We have rented the old
London Mission Women's Hospital building only five-mimtes' walk from ojr fromt gate, and we
cen put in forty-five double deckers for 90 students. We must have, therefore, space some-
where elss for about 100 men students. We have tried every possible way to get rented quarters
or to use soms church property, but every way is blockede 80 we have dooidoi to put about 100
men students into the body of the ground floor of the Library Building, which is really for
stacks. 8ince neither the stacks nor the books have arrived, and they may not arrive within
the next two months, we are using the space as a dormtory, and in the meentime we hope to be
able to complete the erection of a semi~patmanent building on a piece of new property right
next to the property which was used before the war for the Practice School of the School of
Bducation. is building will ocost approximately NO$45,000,000 and will be built in such

a way that we can dontime to use it for the Practice School when the proper oollege hostels
have been built,

corner of the campus designated by Bergamini as the for the Music Unit in the future.
Bishop Roberts wrote on September 5 that Bergamini will be leaving Shanghai to come to Wu-
chang in a few days. He ought to be on the river now and is expected almost any daye.

I am sure that he willbe here before the erection of either of these two buildings is start-
od, so that nothing will interfere with his future plans.

We allow NC$5,000,000, for the erection of the Mjsioc Pr.'ﬁtioo Rooms which will be at the

Enclosed I am smpding you a copy of the Mimgtes of the Executive Committee of the Board of
Directors for your information, so that you will be able to keep in touch with all the offi=-
c¢ial actions taken here by the Directors or the Execytive Committee.

I have asked John Coe to write you in detail about the matter of exchangee It would be =
great help if we could have all the money sent to us in American currency, so that we might

take advantage of the more favorable exchange situation in China. There is alweys loss to us
if money is §ent out to us in Chinese currency from America or from Englend.

The boxes that Earl Fowler s d to Shanghail from New York in the latter part of June have
not arrived yet, and so I have live in my syit case. Fortunately the weather keeps warm,

and I do not need any agtumn clothing. If it should turn oold suddenly, I may be frozen
in the night because I have only my steamer ryg, unless I borrow bedding from my friends.

It is not necessary for m t say again how mich I enjoyed your colleagueship in New York and

your hospitality in your house during my altogether too short stay in Americes. Your last
letter to me has given me great encouragement to carry on the work that lies so near %

yoyr heart. Let us hope that before very long I may be able to visit you again in America
or that you end Mrs, lyford will come out to visit us here.

With the kindest regards to you end your femily, I remsin

Yours affectionately,

o leccdey
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P.S. I feel I ought to say a word about the recommendation of the Executive Committee "
on the appropriation from the government for Rehabilite$ion. '

It is thé feeling of the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors that in-
come in Ohina, such as this, ought to be at the disposal of the Board of Direct-
ors in China, as was the practice before the war. BSo the Executive Committee
proceeded to make the recommendations to the Board of Directors, which mey not

be able + immediately, but usuaily the Board accepts recommendations from its
Exeocutive Committee in such metters.

In regard to Resommendation A, it was the feeling of the Committee that some

of the money should go to the stydents, and the smount proposed is in liine

with the amount granted to students in other universities, perticularly in the
two which are in the same city with us. We do not dare to make smaller grants
then thate The other items such as B and C are almost self-explanatory, and the
cost of the first three items would amount to about 17% of the total.

The bulk of the money will go to the men's dormitory and to the Music Rooms.
According to Dr. Bien's report, this use of the money will meet with the hearty
approval of the Ministry of Edyeation, according to his interview with them
during his last visit to the capital.

E is also in line with the nrincinle followed by most of the institutions,
#hich have received similar grants from the government, and it will not be

more than nossibly 33% of the total.




A Weting of the Boee:tive Commitise of the Beard of Direstors of Huashung University
T ‘was held on Sevt. 7,1988 at 10 A. M. in . Wei's house in Wuchmg. .

Present, Mr. Ce Co leo, shairmmin, Miss Gertrude Hey, Rev. J. P, White, Rev.
Stephim Tesang, President ¥ei, former acting President Biem end the Tweasurer Mr. Ooe.

The meeting was ovened with prayer by Mr.White.

The mingtes of the meeting of June 15,1946 were read snd = nroved.

The President gave a most interesting report s his trip té¢ the United States snd
England and of the future plans of the ocollegee.

Voted: That this committee wishes to expreess its hearty sprreeistion of the very
execllent way Dr. Re Biem as aoting President serried on the work of the insti~
tution from July 1,1945 to Bept. 1,1946 and the valuable mssistance IR. Pu liwang
renderel as Dean of the Sehool of Pducation snd as agting Desn of Diseipl »
Yrxx@xx¥y Exxxd@xxFixkax ex re. O« Po Lo rendered as Dean of the School of Arés
and Mr. Coe as Trezsurer,

Voted: that this committee confirme the action of Dr. ‘e s Bien in sending a cable
to Dre Wei early in Aigust recommending that Irs Vel decline the offer of the
Presidency of St. John's University.

Voted: that this commitiee wishes to pleee on record its awereress of the well
dessrved honor paid to Dr. Wel in his being invited to the rresidency of

8t. John's University end to assure him of ihedecep feeling of satisfackiomn with
which it learns of his decision to desline this lnvitation nd %0 contimme hig
valued contribution to Husmchung Univerity.

Whereasf it hes been the understanding between thaeBoard of Directors and the Board

of Founders that money outside thdregular budget of the University reeeived in

China should be at the disposal of the Board of Uirectore to be reported to the

Board of Founders, and whereas the govermment grart of 0$100,000,000 for rehabilitaticn

has been made without any further designation than that it be veed for rehmbilitation;

Voted: that this cormittee recommends to the Beard ofDirectors that thie g rant be
congidored oiteside the rehabilitation budget eadopted by the Board offounders.

Yoteds that it be wecommended to the Loard of Directors thet the 0$100,000,000
from the government for rehabilitation be allocated as follows:

A- Btudents who were ing {tendance at the cocllege during the last asademis
yeoar and who have not received to date eny assistence from the college for
travel to Wuchang mey n registration for the fall term an-ly for a grant
of 0$30,000 as & tmve‘gnnt st such to be eprlied ‘o their fees for the

fell term. 7/

B~ An additional $20,000 per mouth of fasulty end sta nilies who reseived
travel with the ecllege bepmkx naid as an additional living subsidy en rouie.
llembers of lerge families and snall children to be paid proportiormtely as
under the rules of the tranaportation comnmitieo.

O= A further faculty rehabilitaticn grant to be naidas follows:
$200,000 to members of the faculty and staff who set vp independent homes in
Wucheng in September of this year.
$100,000 to members of the faculty who ere resident in'uchang without setting
up & home.
only one nayment to a family.
$20,000 per each extra recognized mouth ovar five in large families.
This shall apply to all regularly employed fasulty an’ staff nembers who Arie
their salariss through the college treasurer's of fice.

P~ $50,000,000 for a senipermenent men's dornitoryjlnl to house about one

Inmd red men nudmtcjand misic rooms.
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Exedutive ecmmitiee of Board of NDiredtors, Sept. 7,1946. mage 2,

> 85 % of the remainder for books.
45 % of the remainder for science equipment.

Voled: that the extra subsidy of 325,000 fasulty or staff member ade s
the Board of Direstors on Jume 15, be revoked as of Mug. 1, and that &
xgpudinix ressarch special mbeidy acocording to thegovernment sshems be radd
&8 of Mugust and that staff members be ~aid this mecording teo their rank.

Voted: That for children of fasulity or staff menbers whon re attending Huasihmng
free twfition, free medioal, library,and akhletis u#-o;j.am foes be granted.
obed further for one childf of esch femily attending middle sehool in Wuhen
vrovided he is nineteen ymwmemxx years of sge or under, an educaticral ~1lowsnoe
of $60,000 par term for the one child be raid, Both of thess to en~ly to the

your 1946-K7 only,

Voted: that the Yen lostel committee consist of the ‘ollowing: MNrse lie Je Heu,

Dre We Ke Tagis Miss Shen Dmwying, the rtimeipal of Hasuin Mz school, the
prineindl of I Heuin school, a4 two other members to be shosen by the five above

menbers of the committeo.

Voteds that the chapel cornmitiee cond st of the following: Mr.Constantine, Mr.White,
Mre Mark ILi, Dre Taai, Miss Cox, Dr, Taylor, Mr. Ce Y. lin, and "r, hwang .

Voted: that Dre Taylor snd Reve Mr. White be membors of the University sencte.

Voted; that there be an internal rehabdilite*ion committee conal sting of Dr, Wei,
Dre Re 'y 3iem snd Mr. Coe.

Voted: thet the President and Tressurer be guthorized to pign for the sascount of
the college in the NatianmlOity Bank of HewYork Remgkong.

Voted: that one of the soholarshins be design~ted as o memorisl scholership for
the mother of Dr.Chin Kai=ming.

A letter from ire Ve L.MPavnham of the Rvengelissl Mission of Sente 4 was read.

Voted: that the President be aoked tow rite to Mre FParnham invliing; the fvangeliecal
Ourch to imnlement their nropposed joining with the college.

Voted: that it be recommended to the Board of Directors thet August sslary and
wzbsidies be vaid to Mre. P rrovided she will return to Kiangsi.

The metin: adjourmed st ome r. i.

Yeb. 2. Pur .
///borm “ g
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Dr. Trancis C.M. Wei, President, Hua Chung Universiy & o
dear Dr. Wel: : Ve TR a5 NG

1 have received your letter of Septembdr 11, also a copy of your letter of
August 28 to Dr. Sherman. Both of these letters gave much information which will be of use in
planning the October meeting of the Trustees. Mr., Greiner received Mr, Coe's annual report
last Thursday. There is much to discuss in all these documents, but I will 1limit this letter
to some matters of immediate importance.

The October meeting has been set for October 31 in order that we may have time to
prepare for the important actions which must be considered. I hope this letter will reach you
in time 80 that we may have an answer from you before that date.

: % a

J }O .r '

”

/

Terminating the emergency oparations as Board of Directors
You will remember that a formal document was executed relating to the tempor-
ary assumption by the Board of Trustees of the duties of the Directors, which step was made
necessary bYecause of the War. This step was embodied in Vote 239 of the minutes of the
Trastees' meeting of October 9, 1938. I believe you filed a copy of this vote with the
Ministry of Education. ' It now becomes necessary to make an equally clear record of the
termination of this emergency procedure.
Paragraph E of said Vote 239 reads as follows:
"E, That thé procedure provided in this resolution is of a

strictly temporary nature and is to be replaced by

procedure through the Directors, as provided in the

OConstitution of the Board of Founders, as soon as the

Board of Founders shall be notified by the Board of

Directors that they are in contact with the College

and are prepared to perform their usual functions."
We were advised by Mr. Coe, in his letter of June 19, 1946 from Hankow that "the meeting of the
Board of Directors was held on June 15; that there was a good attendance at the meeting, with
11 directors present out of a total so far nominated by the Missions." He said that the
minutes of the meeting would be sent later but they have not been received. With your letter of
September 11 we received a copy of the minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee of the
Board of Directors held on September 7, 1946. I assume that there were other meetings of
the Directors between those two dates and that at one of these meetings the Executive Committee
was elected. The Trustees probably will be willing to accept these letters as preliminary
notices that the Directors are functioning as usual, but in view of possidble misunderstandings
and eriticisms which may possidly develop during the next few months it is important to have a
clear record showing that the Directors and Trustees have been very punctilious in observing
the requirements of the Chinese Government as closely as poseidle under the circumstances of
the emergency.

It would be desirable to have in the hands of the Trustees a record of a
meeting of the Board of Directors at which a vote was taken in accordance with the paragraph
quoted above. However, if a formal meeting of the Directors cannot be held immediately on
receipt of this letter I believe that a letter from you, as President, enclosing copies of
minutes of such meetings as have occurred and asserting that the Directors have thus shown
that they are performing their usual functions, will be sufficient warrant for the Trustees to
take formal action in turning back these responsibilities to the Directors. Please include
in your report a list of all the directors now active and the mission board or other organiza-
tion which each represents, If after this letter arrives there is not sufficient time for a
letter to reach us before October 31, please cable a brief report on which we may act.

In a later section of this letter I will discuss a misunderstanding because of
this uncertainty of jurisdiction.

In your letter of September 11 you refer to a practice before the war of
considering that income from sources in China is at the disposal of the Board of Directors.
This seems to mean that sush income is not to be included in a budget approved by the
Trustees but that the budget is to be covered entirely by income from western sources. I con-
clude this from the vote of your Executive Committee on September 7 which I quote as follows:
"Yoted: that this committee recommends to the Board of Directors that this grant be considered
outside the rehabilitation bdudget adopted by the Board of Tounders," Now, whether the
practice may have been before the war in this matter of Chinese grants, it never occurred to
me wvhen I received your cablegram signed "Wei Coe" that the Directors and Executive Committee -
'were arbitrarily separating the grant of the Government from the bdbudget, I had no other
thought but that your reason for the action was that you might convert this Chinese money ;
into tangible assets quickly, which certainly is a wise procedure. I took it for granted that

you were expecting to keep the total rehabilitation expense within the estimate which I gent

05 14
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to Dr. Bien last March and § which has not been questioned by the College. I therefore
approved the recommendation.

By this time you will have received my letter of September 10 to you, which
contained a copy of my letter of August 14 to the Members of the Executive Committee with a
further analysis of the Rehabilitation Budget, including the expected sources of income.

You therefore know by now that the grant of the Chineses Governmment, on the basis of exchange
of 2000 to 1 ie definitely in the approved budget. Therefore the cost of the semi-permanent
building will add to the estimated total for rehabdilitation unless other items of the budget
shall be less than the budget figures by an amount sufficient to balance this additional item.
The recent increase in rate of exchange will help the budget somewhat but will not be
effective in Chinese disbursements already made or in purchases made outside of China.

This would not have bothered me a couple of months:ago when prospects were
brighter, but under present circumstances in China and the U.S. I frankly am worried. Another
cause for this state of mind is that one reason for the new tuilding is "increased enroll-
ment." I know what pressure the Directors are under to make this increase, but the Associated
Boards and the U.C.R. definitely state that they do not aexpect to be able to provide funds
for enrollments larger than last year.

3 - h

We shall do our best to provide all the funds indicated in the budget and
enough more to meet the absolute nazds of the College, if more shall be necessary. But from
now on, it is important that every bit of income from all sources be considered a part of the
income budget.

4 -

I have not as yet refeived all the assurances that the grants from the
usual western sources will be as stated in my report of Aug. 15 to the Executive Committee,
but you will note that, due to an oversight, I omitted the grant by Miss Johnston whiech un-
doudtedly will be as usual., Therefore I am sure we are safe in assuming that the total
from the Sustaining Missions and Harvard-Yencheng will amount to U.S. $30,000. The
Associated Board's officers are preparing a great effort to provide for each college a total
sustaining fund of at least 40% of the buying power of pre-war years, This is far below what
it ought to be but is considerably better than what the faculties and staffs have had to put
up with ‘n recent years. As stated before, they think this can be done only if the enroll-
ments are not increased. Let us hope that the state of the world will improve before
another year has elapsed,

b w
It is expected that the Hua Chung Board, at the meeting on Octoder 31
will take the final vote to join with the other colleges in the United Board. All the
information we have received indicates that matters are proceeding fairly smoothly with
the colleges vhich joined some time ago., Bome things of course will have to be ircned out,
but nothing serious has developed.

After our Board has acted there probably will be some time before the
union is effected. The transfer of the trusteeship of funds prodably will be made as of
Jamuary lst, 1947,

If you have any further suggestions for our considerstion, please let
us have them as soon as possibdle,

I am delivering this to Miss Vander Wende to be typed and immediately

mailed to you.
With warmest regards to all,

’ Yours very cordially,

Oliver 8. Lyford
Drafted in Englewood by
Mr. lyford. Signed for him
in New York




AMCHUMISS
HANKOW
(CHINA)

HUACHUNG ANSWERING BIEN SEPTEMBER TWENTYFIFTH COE TWENTYSEVENTH
SHOP LIST VERY GOOD EXCEPT ITEMS FOUR TEN ELEVEN SELDOM USEFUL
ITEM NINE TOO LARGE STOP CANNOT AUTHORIZE TCTAL® MOVING AND
REHABILITATION EXPENDITURES WESTERN FUNDS EXCEEDING AMERICAN
234,000 WITHOUT FURTHER GRANT OR USING RESERVES. STOP WARD
ESTIMATES WESTERN PURCHASES WHEN DELIVERED WUCHANG EQUIPMENT
33,000 BOOKS 25,000 PLUS EQUIPMENT REQUISITIONS NOT PURCHASED
12,000 WITHOUT TELEPHONE EXCHANGE.

LYFORD

LE.\FOW]ET:

Mr. Lyford would like yom to go over this cable and
if it meets with your approval it should be sent to China.
An extra copy should be sent to Mr. Lyford and I am also
supposed to phone Him this afternoon if we send this cable
off.

EFO




" Mackay Ragdio

SUBSIDIARY' OF
AMERICAN CABLE & RADIO CQRPORATION

To Telophone a Message or Largest Am’rlccn owned international telegraph :y_s-. For Repoﬂfion Service
tem providing worldwide service by cable and radio.

Call a Messenger Lol gy
Telephone the Main Office ;

WHitehall 4-6780

Other Departments

\Or Any Branch Office . N / W BOwIingAGreon 9-3800

\ Al dmerica Glbles and Radio 67 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK

-,

Th% following message was rec(ojived "VIA MACKAY RADIO”
HBK977

WUCHANG 14 5 1850 :
4R FOULER FENALONG (FOWLER % DOMESTIC AND FGN M1SS SOCIETY PROTESTANT)
NEWYORKCITY (EP'SCOPAL CHURCH 281 FOURTH AV)
APPOINT GRAY WELCOME BEAVER STOP JOHNSEI SAILING LATE OCTOBER
WEI
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Hua Chung College
Wuchang ,China,

Oct. 7,1946

Mr, Earl Fowler,
281 Fourth Avenue,
New York, N,Y.

Dear Earl:

I received your two letters, dated September 13 and Sept,
19, and also a letter from Dr. Ehayer Addison,dated Sept.20. As Thayer
i{s in the FPar East now, I am going to write to him in Shanghail to welcome
the Commission to China and to ask him to get up here is possible before
Noyémber First, which is Founders Day.

// With regard to John's passport,I wish to report that he

/tried for three morths in Canton and Hongkong without any results. He
eame up to Wuchang only at the end of August, and I sent him off at once
to Nanking to try again to get his passport with some introudctory let-
ters from me to friends in the government. He started the process of
getting his passport on Sept. 9, and he had his passport in his hands
on the afternoon of Sept. 12. Now he has already got his American visa
and passed his physical examination in Shanghai and is waiting for the
earliest boat to sail for America. Mr. Gilson has written that probably
he will get on the boat scheduled to sail from Shanghai on October 22,
but the sailing may be delayed. Will you please write to Dean Hartley
Simpson, Graduate School,Yale University,informing him that John has
been delayed for a long time in getting his passport, and he will be late
by at least two months in getting to New Haven. If you also write to the

~Dean of the Berkeley Divinith Schoadl, who has promised John a room in his
school, probably be may still manage to give him a bed when he get to
New Haven., You know him better than I do, and your letter would pro =

duce better results than mine.

I am sorry that Miss Sheets Qhas nqt been able to get
on the boat on which Miss Hutton, Dr. Weidenhammer, ‘and Miss Wolff are
sailing to China. We are waiting for Miss Sheets to take some of the
courses in the department of English Literature. W1ill you please also
tell Father Swift that we are still in need of an Economjics man, par-
ticularly to teach Accounting and Commercial courses rather than the
theoretical courses in Economios. As soon as he is able to get such a
m:9,§lease cable me., He knows what kind of man we would need here.

4

p : The day after I received your letter of Sept. 19,I re-
#eeived your cablegram concerning the Rev.G.F.S.Gray's appointment and Dr.
' Beaver. I sent on the same day the following cable to you:

APPOINT GRAY WELCOME BEAVER STOP. JOHN WEI SAILING LATE OCTOBER,

/ Dr, Beaver changed his mind three times about coming to I
join/Huachung, and when I was in England I had no way to tell whether Dr, ’

r was coming to us eventually or not, At least we could not walit |
»® him for more then-one year, and he had not given me any understanding
hAt he would come,  Therefors, when I met Mr. Gray in England and found




/s

g

]
that he was quite qualified to teach Church History, I approached him
about his appointment on the support of the National Council, After
gerious consideration of the proposition, he accepted it and proceeded
to apply for appointment by the National Gouncil. In order to do this
Mr. Gray resigned from at least two attractive offer in England bhecause
he was so very eager to come again as a missionary, particularly to
teach Church History in Wuachung. I hope that he will be able to get
to Wuchang in January, so as to start teaching in the second term which
will begin early in February. Mr. Constantine is teaching his course

for the first term, pending his arrival,

His appointment will not €lash with Dr. Beaver's coming if Beaver
should come at all. I am very glad to know that he has finally made up
his mind to get to Wuchang  next summer, if possible. As to his work,
he may teach the History of Lifurgics, the History of Missions, and some
Church History, and also the History of Doctrines 1f he should agree.

I am going to write him separately about this,

T am writing to Mr. Lyford in a day or two in answer to his last
letter to me, largely concerned with finance, and Mr, Coe is writing to
him separately. I would like,however, to make this adwance report to
the Board of Founders before I get time to write to Mr Lyford.

We have about 135 o0ld students, of whom 23 are women; and about
310 new students, of whom about 115 are women, SO our total enrollment
this term will be around 440, and 137 will be women. All the hostels
are full to the brim, The women students are using single beds, and
the rooms are pretty well crowded. We have Ingle Hall as a men's hostel,
and we have rented the old London Mission Woren's Hospital building as
a second hostel for men, which is only about three minutes' walk from

gate to gate. We are erecting with permission of the Board of Founders
a semi-permanent one-storey hostel to accommodate 96 students on Ch'i
P'b Kai, which is about five mintues( walk from our back gate. All the
men students are using double deckers. We had about 4,000 didates

for admission this summer, and we had to admit more xx students than we
had expected. They seem to be better prepared for college work than the

students we admitted in Yunnan during the war,

There are two other matters which I would like to communicate to
you with regard to the college and the National Council. First,there are
8till four vacancies before we have altogether 12 missionaries fn our
faculty from the Episcopal Church. I know that Fr. Swift has been trying
his pest to get them filled, but so far he has not been.able to get us all
the men that we would want for the faculty. There are two very eminent
physicists in England,xlnuxxk:txulxnnxxdxulnkxtlxxxktxttxtttxxxx!klxlxlre
twexysxy, neither of them Anglican, but they are among the best qualified

L phylicis%s for teaching in China in a college like ours. One is Dr.
Harold Miller, formerly of the Research Laboratory of the Electric and

" Musical Instrument Company, which produces among other things the "His
Master's Voice" phonograph in Harnwell ,London,W,England, I am writing
to get in touch with them again and see whether they would accept for
the time being appointment by the National Vouncil to teach Physics in
Huachung. We are in need of at least one, if not two senior physicists,
beoause we have only Richard Bien in the department, and 1t is likely
he will take his sabbatical next year, leaving therefore no senior man
in the department unless we should get one this year., 88 soon as I get
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any definite reply from either of these mem, I shall comruniocate
with you again., I understand the appointrents of non-Episcopalians
on the support of the National ®ouncil for our faculty would not

be contrary to your ruling, as long as they are not ordained

people in some other church,

There i8 one more matter, and that is when I was in New Yok
I had the understanding from you that in the budgetl of the Diocese
of Hankow for 1946 there is a 75% increase. I should think that
ought to apply also to the Council's money appropriation for Hua-
chung. If my interpretation is correct, then instead of U » 000
for this year we ought to have from the National Council US$21,000.
Please confirm this interpretation,

1 have been pretty busy ever since coming back, and when I
£ind a 1ittle bit more time I shall write you & more personal letter
{nstead of talking business all the time.
' Yours affecticnately,

Francis
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CO-OPERATING UNITS HUA CHUNG (CENTRAL CHINA) COLLEGE @x B &
MEONE SOLLEOR WUCHANG‘ CHINA OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
GRIFFITH JOHN COLLEOE TEMPORARILY IN HSICHOW
HUPING COLLEGE me¥AXL7;5X)Y(3(NX£(AXNXX5‘X‘g
WESLEY COLLEGE Xxxxxxx'xxmx*xxxxx October 11. 19"‘6

YALE-IN-CHINA COLLEGE

ANUAL RE-ORT ON THE WORK OF THE DEPART.CNT OF CHINESE LITER'TURE AND HISTCRY IN
HUACHU'1G_UNIVERSITY_FOR THE YEAR_1945-46

To the Boerd of Harvard-Yenching Institute
c/o Professor Serge nlissdeff, Director

17 Boylston Hall

Camh’iige. &Aﬂa'ﬁcmﬂe‘ttﬂ' UeSeAe

Denr Sira:

I have the honor of submitting to you on behalf of ogr Department of Chinese Litereture and
History the following remort on the work of the Dennrtment in the University for the yeer

1945=46.

I wes on leave of absence during the last year to teach as Henry luee rrofessor at the Un-
ion Theologiecal Seminary and to lesture on the Hewitt FPoundastion st the Union Theo logical

Sadn-ry in New York, =t the Enisconal Theologieal 8chool in Cembridge, Massachusetts, and et
the Andover-Newton Theclogieal Seminary in Newton Center, Massachusetts.

Therefore, 1 was away from the University in Hsichow, Tali, Yunnen, for the whole yeer.
it the end of May, after the close of the soademic yeer in liew York, I left for England,

end my commitments there commelled me to stey until the middle of Auguste On Ajgust 14 I

flew from Pngland and reached Wjchang, all the way by eir, on August 21. Owing to travel of
faculty, staff, end students all the way overland by truck (from Yun.an to Wuchang ); =nd ow=

ing to all the nresent work of getting the cammis cleared, the buildiinge renaired, furniture

made, and everything reorgenized to gtart the new yeer on ogr old csmnus; and ow partiou~
larly to the fact th t meny of the faculty members, whose homes are in the reocdyried areas
in the diffemt provinces from the north to the south, and therefore mony of them had to go

home to see their families from whom they had been senarated for many {ear- end have not
been sble to return to Vjchang on account of the diffioylties of travel until almoet the end

of Sentember; it has been difficult for me to get ell the necessary me terial in order to
~renare this remorte. The head of the penartment of Chinese Litersture 1id not return until
last week from Shantyng. Hence was the delay in sending this rerort, which I hone you will
understand snd excuses You csn also imngine how my time 1s oococunied in settling meny nrob-
lems which the Acting rresident could have settled, but becruse he knew that I was return-
ing very soon he had left for my decision.

¥ith regard to the work of the penartment for the year, I beg to uae the following heed=-
ings

Ae Maculty, Oourses, and Finance.

1. Paculty. The staff of the penertment remained practically the s-me as the previous
year with rrofessor Fu Mro=chi ({%{w) a8 the herd. Assistent Professor Vel Ming=cning
a4 Behe Oheloo University, M.A. National Sojthwestern Associcted University, hzs been
anpointed to £ill the vacancy left for a whole year by the death of Trofessor Peo La=-ping
@%?). Professor Ma Feng-shen (gé;g%) was not rearpointed for the yeer, ond Mr. Hsu Yen—

i (jf{zgp, BeAes Pdjen University (Oatholic University) in reining, has been appointed

lecturer £411 his vacancy. lir. Heu hed beem anpointed for the nrevious year, but he was
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not sble to reach Hsichow, Tali, yntil the beginning of the second term of the previous yeer.
Mre Che Chung=-chih (4;}7,5;]‘) was transferred from the Denartment of Chirese as Research In-

structor to the fenartment of "hilosonhy; unfortun-tely he died on the boat from Changsha
to Wuchang in the return trin of the faculty and students from Yunnem.

2. Courses Offerede On senarate shcets are listed the courses offered in the Derart~

ment of Chinese Literature emd History during the year, with all the details necessary for
your inform-tion.

I wish to reneat once more thet it has been necessary tr us to offer so meny courses partly
to fulfill government reqyirements for students taking their degree in Chinese Literature
or History, = nd nartly to stimil te more interest in the study of Chinese Literature and
History. If you should comnare the figures of the different years of our studemts majoring
in Chinese literature, you would find thet our efforts have not been without good results.
nuring the last yesr there were three seniors majoring in Chinese lLiterature, and all of
these three took the degree of B.A. in Chinese Literature rt the end cf the academioc ye-re
There were four students majoring in Chineee in the junior year, five in the sophomre yesr,
and twelve in the freshmem year, mnking a total of 24 students, which was e good nrorortion
of our total enrollment, marticularly in comnarison with the mjrmber of students majoring

in Chinese Literatyre in other universities in China during the yeere.

3. *Mnmoes Cur finoncial report for the year, as nrenmared by rofessor John L'.—:ﬁ“ e

}

treasurer of the University, includes only the statement of accounts for the year 194
The Acting President and the treasurer have found it difficult to nrrenare any itemized

dget for this year 1946-47 on account of the moving of the university back to its
original site in Wucheng, and partly becmise of their ignorance of nrices end conditions

in Wjchang so soon after the close of the war. /s soon as the situation becomes a little
bit clearer, we shall attemt a budget 'nd submit it to you loter.

The Statement of Accoynts “or the year 1945-46 annears on & senarate sheet signed by the

tressurere
Be Research Work.

Research work was dcne by ‘rofessor Fu Meo=chi, Assistent rofe-sor Yiong Yg-che (;‘: L@"),
and Assistant ‘rofessor "ei iling-chinge

The work done by Professor Mj is on the lioso Maruscrint, ""he Story of the Search by the
Thite Bat for the Divine Books," (2 % #LHL s |-#% %) from Likiange This is a linguistie
atudy of one of the losc dlassics. Concerning the libeo language “rcfessor Pu hes rublished
the following works: g i N
1.) rhonetics of the Moso Dialects in Welhsl of Yunn-n (2fEDF S 2575 )
Sha al 1940-
2.) A c:ﬂx;- of the Moso Dislect in Weihsi of Yumnan (%ffH4F L 4 521700
Chengtu, 1941. _ 2
3.) A Vom\bulaa of the Moso Dislect in Weihsi of Yunnen (4EZHL 7L g )
Chengty, 1943

In 1945 rrofess_or My mde a trin to Likinng of Yunnsn. tWhile he wns there, he nrocured
this mamuserint, which wae originnlly done in a form of successive nicture writing of the
Moso Pribe. It contains a very interesting mythologieal story of the White Bat's goling un

%o heaven in search for the Divine Books, end how these books got scattered in different
marts of the worlds Trofessor M hes trenscribed the sounds of the whole beok in the Inter-

national Phonetie Al-habet with the help of the loso monks, and he has also given the me ning
of every word and the meming of every semtence in the menuscripte. The encient words in this
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book have been distinguished from the modern ones, rnd the constructicn of some of the nic-
tures has been exnlained wherever exnlamation seems necessary.

Assigtant rrofessor Tei's work is on ".\ Comperative Study on the Thought of Wamg An-shih
and Sme-ma RKuang." (£ Z L& %% %7.%5%)e This niece of work is only a nart of the re-

search in the !istory of rhilosorhy of the Sung Dynnsty. In this neriod Wang An-shih seome
to have exercised a great influence on the thoughts of his contemmoraries end his sucoessors.

rofessor "ei m-intains th=t Wang An-shih was the first man to attemmt mjtting metanhysics

into actusl nolitical affairs, byt as Prime Minister he failed in his -olitieal nolicies.
The research is an attemnt to ascertain the comnection between his philosonhy and his prac-

tieal rolities. In this work W.ng An-shih's doctrine is made out to be as a prelude to the

~hilosonhy of the Jing Dynasty, 'nd in enite of his failure in nractical nolities, he gave
great insniration to thinking in later ages.

The secord half of the work deals with the thogght of Sme-me Kuang, who v 8 Wang's greatest
omwmonent both in thought snd in practicnl mettera. Sze-ma Kuang was known as a greet his-
torien, statesman, ~ni moralist, endeavoring to establish a new school of thought in his

time.

‘rofessor 7ei mnkes a commarative study of the thoughts of Wang An-shih nnd Sz-ma Xueng in
order to throw scme light on the study of the nhilosophy of the 3jng Iynastye.

T regret that owing to the foot thet Assisgtant 'rofessor tong Yu~che is still belng mere
ooned in MNorth China where he went, ¢s soon as the faculty returned tc Wuchang, to see his
family, I have not been able to get hold of his mamiserint, and therefore & summrry of his
research can only be sent to you at & later datee rrofessor ;ﬁng -'g research during the
year wns on the relation of the Tsu {Tribe (3 ) md the Yu,Tribe (&Y ).

Owing to the rysh of the reorganization of our work here, I have not beem eble to get the
menusorivte nronerly coriede As soon as this is done, I shall send them toﬁou by meil.

Ce T‘am 1"3 Sta'.‘f,'.

On semarate sheets you will find a list of the teacning staff of the demartment of Chinese
Literature snd idstcry with detailse You will notice that the denartment steff this year
(1946-47) has been increased Ly two men, owing to the faot that in this tronsition pericd

it was found difPficult by the icting 'residemt to know which members of the staff would be
able to return to Mucheng after being scattered to different narts of the country. Also the
inorease was due to our intention to strengthen the depeartment, which cught to be ome of
our strongest denartments in the university after our return to "uchang, and also to round

out courses to make our offering more commlete.

¥ith regard to the rronosed research in the Denartment for the coming yeer and thereafter,

I bag to list the following:
ﬁ ~pofessor Pu Mro-chi. He will contimme his reseerch in the tribal langueges in Soy th=

western China and in the grammar of the Chinese language, end he will also begin
research in the dialects of Central Chinae

2) Professor Chiem Chi=po (Siff{#)newly appointed for the derartment and & nrcfessor of
years of teaching mnd research exrerience, will mrke a study of sncient Chinese
military science in the book "aun Tze." ( 7% F )

3) rrofessor Hsu Ohia~yyeh (754 7#) will study the drsmas of the Golden Tarter and Yuen
nericd, nraying esnecial at on to the study of the dialectieal elements in the dre-
mes. He will ¢lso contimue his study on the "dhi King" (7%54%) from the literary
and historionl noint of view. His third niece of research work will be along the
1ines of the cultural history of the Teli NMetriet in Yumen.
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4) iseistert "rofessor Mei Ming-ohing will contirme his research in the rhilosonhy
of the Confueian school.

5) Assistant rrofessor fong Yu-che will continue his study of the snciemt tribes
of China.

You will recall that when I was in Ameriea a year ego, I arplied to your Board for the
renewal and increase of your subeidy to our Department of Chinese lLiterature and History.
Your decision was to confimme your subsidy for our Denartment for only one year, avparently
on account of the fact th-t the future of the Christien colleges ~as still to be ccnsidered
and the nlace of Huschung in the whole nicture of Christian highor education in partiou-
lar and in higher education in China in gener:l, remained somewhct uncertain. Now that
the rlmm Committee of the Associnted Boarde hrs mede ite rercrt, essuring us of our
future in the Omntral Chine Region, I would like to apply to you egain for the eontimaed
interest of your Board in the maintensnce and development of our Denartment of Chinese Lit~

erature and liistory, and, if nossible, to include cur institution es one of the institutions
to receive nermanent sumport from your Board.

You mey be interested to know that we hed during the summer sbout 4,000 cendidates for ade
mission, end our Admissions Oommittee selected only about 450 of them, ex ecting tha®
as usual only 60% of them would come and register =t the beginning cf the tem, but 6%

have registered. Huachung is one of the first universities in China to r eopen on its
original site as early as the latter part of Sertember. The registration of our freshmm
has ot yet been quite comnleted, but registration will close at the end of this week.

They will start classes today after the "Double Tenth" Netional Holidaye We ere heve
ing en enrolliment of =bout 440 students, of whom 140 will be womem.

I howe you will give our remort ‘and annlication for renewal of sgrvort your kind considers—
tion = nd send us en early renlye. '

Resnectfully submitted,

Francis Ce ke Wed
rresident




Letter from Dr. Wei

October 15, 1946

Mr. Oliver S. Lyford, Treasurer
Huachung Board of Founders

54 Dana Place

Englewood, N.J U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Lyford:

I received at least two weeks ago your good letter of September 10. I did not
answer it earlier than this because I have been waiting to get through this rush and
to have some definite idea of the total enrollment before writing to you.

Mr. Coe has read it, and he has written to you on the financial questions you raised
in your letter. I know that he has also written you definitely about buying one or
two large tracts' of land adjacent to our property outside the old City Wall so as to
protect our property when it is built up from shops and other buildings which might
come when that section of the city is properly developed in the near future, and
aleo to give us sufficient land for future development. It is my conviction that we
should leave to the future generations at least 75 acres of land, including the old
Boone Campus which has only about 20 acres. Mr. Coe has not yet been able to figure
out accurately how much we have already acquired, including the piece bought by
Bishop Gilman with mission money which measures about eight acres. If we should

get these two pieces now available, we would be able to have, including the old
Boone Campus when Boone Middle School moves out, a total area of about 60 acres only.
The rest of our job would be to fill in the "u" towards the south, and possibly to
buy up to the new road, which is called the "Hsuin Tao Lin" Road. If we have these
two pileces, it would not be essential for us to buy land entirely adjacent to what
we have acquired, but to get more in the neighborhood for residences and other
university purposes. If China is going to develop at all, the Wuhan center will be
prosperous. and the price of land will certainly go up. What we are paying now is
only about twice the pre war price in terms of American dollars. If we bear in mind
the fact the American dollar has depreciated during the last six or seven years,
twice the pre war price for land in China in terms of US dollars is not extravagant.
Other prices have gone up three and a half to four and a half times in terms of
American currency.

Another vprinciple that I have been insisting on with regard to buildings and houses
for hostels and faculty residences is that we should rather build than rent. Very
few of the houses in Wuchang are suitable for our own use. If we should rent a house,
1t would require a great deal of remodeling as well as repairing. As a whole, it is
a more sensible proposition to build but as long as the exchange of American dollars
is still lagging behind the prices of labor and building materials, we shall have to
wait and build only when absolutely essential. as we have done in the case of the
hostel for men.

With regard to the political situation, the future looks brighter although there are
still a great many things to be desired. The Communists are being defeated since I
returned. (but please remember that I have nothing to do with the fighting!) and the
Red Army is being pushed further and further towards the north. I am perfectly con-
vinced that the Yangtze River valley will remain peaceful. Therefore, I have no
hesitation in urging any American or British missionary to come out with his family.
The railway from Hankow to Peiping has not run any through train yet, but the rail
way from here to Canton has had through traffic for almost three and a half months,
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and coaches and sleeping berths are being improved every week. Many people have
been travelling on it. Shipping on the river is still far from being normal.

This, however, is not due to the conditions of the river, but largely to the change
of government regulations. which keep all the foreign shipping companies still "on
a watchful lookout." As I tried to explain in the American Consulate shortly after
my return to Wuchang and when I was having lunch with some of the consulate staff
at their residence in Hankow, the Chinese government is trying to control more-and-
more shipping and commerce in the country, which is arousing a great deal of
skepticism on the part of businessmen from abroad. I do not say that all the
control the government is attempting is reasonable, but when China becomes more-
and more of a modern nation, she will do some things that the other modern nations
have been doing., and this naturally causes annoyance to people who are not used to
this kind of govermment interference .in China. That is why shipping on the river
is still difficult.

Cn the surface Wuchang and Hankow are prosperous, but I am afraid it is only on the
surface. Production has not been greatly stimulated. and very little production is
going on. We need capital, we need materials and we need technical skill. All
tiuese will not come in a day, but I believe they will come in due course of time,
perhaps in a year or two.

The newspapers are full of revorts on cases of corruption. As far as I can find
out, there was a great deal of corruption in the handing over of property and goods
by the Japanese to the Chinese govermment. One of our graduates came to see me

only yesterday and he was responsible in taking over from the Japanese two of the
0il refining factories in the Central China Region. He told me that he did his

Job with a clear Christian conscience. and I believe him, but he said that in spite
of all his precuationary measures there was still corruption committed by people who
helped him in taking over the goods. The temptation was so great that it required
almost superhuman strength to resist it. But the fact that the newspapers are
attacking the cases of corruption is to my mind a very good sign.

I have had quite a bit of personal contact with the officials in the Provincial
Government in Hupeh. As a whole those people seem to be clean and conscientious.
Yesterday I was at a luncheon party when the former principal of a private middle
school reported the case of his school being taken over by treachery by a group

of his former students. There were about thirty-two people in the party, including
government officials, educational personnel, and newspaper men. I was surprised
that when we sounded the note that this kind of crooked business should be stopped
and no compromise should be made in settling it, I got the most hearty support from
the whole group. I could not have expected that twenty years ago, and it was a
great cause of encouragement to me.

Turning to the churches . the situation is not at all cheering. The main difficulty
is that we have not got the men among the Chinese workers to cope with this new and
most baffling situation, and the number of missionaries that we have got in the
different churches are not sufficient to give the necessary help. But still I
gsense everywhere the feeling of human insufficiency, and I hope this will turn us
more-and-more back on God, which I am sure will be the net result, and if it is,

it 18 the best thing that could have happened to the church in China.

Registration in the college is completed. We have now in the college A8 old
students and 304 new ones. making a total enrollment of 452. Of this number 310
are men and 142 are women. I have not been able to look carefully into the
records of the old students, but the registration cards show that there are
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109 Christian students among the 310 new students, which means 33% are Christian

in the freshman class. This percentage is not so high as I would like, but you
must remember that the percentage of Christian students in all the Christian
schools has been miserably low during the war years, and so 33% Christian in our
freshman class is encouraging. A year ago in Hsichow we had 282 students, and only
29% were Christians. During the second term of last year in Hsichow, the percent-
age of Christian students was increased to 31%. This, of course, applies to the
total enrollment and not just to the freshman class. When I have time to get a
report on the old students in the college now, I feel sure that the percentage will
be higher. possibly 35 - 36%.

We were very fortunate to get Dr. Wai-king Taai, professor of Religious Education
to accept the concurrent job of Dean of Women, although she is carrying a full
teaching load. The two hostels for women are full to the brim, and she is giving
the girls her versonal attention. We have three men's hostels: one on the campus,
both within three to four minutes' walk from gate to gate. Each of the men's
hostels is in the charge of one of owr senior staff members, and each has also a
junior staff member as an assistant. The management is not satisfactory, and
perhaps during the rest of the week I shall get the heads of the three men's
hostels together and put down more screws.

Since I returned, I have been addressing the study body repeatedly, emphasizing
particularly the importance of discipline. The general morale of the student body
is good as a whole, but it is not quite up to the pre-war standard yet. It is
particularly difficult when you have two-thirds of the student body in the freshman
class, but it is an abnormal year, and we have to pay special attention to the
maintenance of traditions and standards of discipline. It is, however, an opportun-
ity and a challenge. From my contact with the new students, which I get teaching
two classes of Logic including more than two-thirds of the new ones, I feel that
we are getting much better material than we did during the war years in Kweilin or
Hsichow. Although we have only 109 Christians out of the 304 new students, many of
the non-Christian students in the freshman class have come from a Christian middle
school. I believe we have about 60% of the new students from the Christian middle
schools. If the registration cards should show that to be true, I would feel much
more assured of a successful year in spite of the overwhelmingly large freshman
class.

I find the spirit of the faculty and staff also better than I had expected.
Certainly it is an improvement over what was obtained in Hsichow. They are better
satisfied and more rested and more willing to put their shoulder to the wheel. I
attribute this largely to the fact that we lived up to every promise that we made
during the war and that we have done much more than they would ever dare to expect
from the college. I do not think any other college in China has done more and
better for its faculty and staff than we have done in this period of rehabilitation.

Dr. Bien as acting president and Mr. Coe as treasurer did not attempt any budget for
the year because of the moving back from Yunnan to Wuchang, and also because of the
quick change of prices. As soon as we get a little bit more gsettled, I will try

to make an attempt of some kind at a budget. Without a budget, at least an
estimate we would not be able to administer the college. Probably we shall have
to do it in terms of American dollars. The exchange of the American dollar seems
rather puzzling at the present moment. The bank quotation in Hankow when I first
came back was about 10 -159 behind that in Shanghai, but now we are ahead of
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Shanghai, and I do not know what is really happening. I wish I could find the

time to make a flying visit to Nanking and Shanghai in order to size up the situa-
tion, but at the beginning of the term pressure of work would not permit this. It

is not my policy to keep such a watchful eye on things as president, but in this
transitional period I feel that I ought to give my personal attention to almost every
detail.

We have many problems about college buildings, hostels, and faculty residences. For
instance, we do not have even a decent chapel to worship in. We are forced to use
the o0ld Boone Chapel, which used to be known as the Chapel of the Holy Nativity and
which was practically the first building erected in this part of the city sixty-five
years ago. White ants have got into the beams of the roof. Bergamini came two weeks
ago and looked it over and decided that since it was the only place for worship both
for the college and for the middle school, he would permit us to use it, provided we
should put up another beam to supvort the ceiling. This has not added to the beauty
of the chapel. The student body has far outgrown the small chapel which used to be
the chapel for the Divinity School; Bergamini would permit us to use it although

he will not allow anybody to live in the rooms above it. White ants have completely
eaten up tre beams supporting the floor of the upper story. Unless we have a new
chapel inside of a very short time, we shall have serious difficulty fostering a
really good spirit of worship among the students and the faculty.

Bishop Gilman has cabled permission for us to use the whole library, and we have put
six or seven classrooms there, but that is not an ideal arrangement. HoOw are we
going to find more space for classrooms?" is our second problem. All the five
hostels, two for women and three for men, will be completely filled this year, even
though the men students have to use double decker beds and the rooms in the women's
hostels are more than crowded. So I tried to rub into Mr. Bergamini that before
next summer at least two of the new hostels must be built to accommodate 100 more
students.

Then there is the problem of the faculty residences. It is dmost impossible to
rent any house for faculty residences in our neighborhood, or even in the whole city
of Wuchang. The houses are either too small or too large, either too old or too
unmanageable. At least six houses will have to be built before February of next
year, and possibly six more before August of next year. If we should spend the
greater part of  the Johnston Building Fund buying land, and we can only have money
advanced from that fund for land, we would not have enough money to build the
hostels and the residences and leave enough to build the Procter Memorial Hall and
the Procter Memorial Tower. I hope we may get some kind of encouragment from Dr.
Thayer Addison when he gets here early in November, so that we may at least have
money advanced from the Johnston Fund for the buildings which we must have during
the next ten months, and refund the Johnston money from the appropriation that the
National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the U,S. will make to us for
our new campus.

New books from America have been arriving in small numbers almost every week. But
altogether we have not had more than 500-600 books so far, and at least ten to
twelve times that number should be coming very soon. We further hope that the
steel stacks from America will soon arrive because otherwise we shall not be able
to shelve the books when they are here.

No equipment has yet come, but shipment is very slow particularly with the strike
going on in the States. Richard Bien has been corresponding with you about a power
unit. We have electric current from the city, but it is very weak and not dependable.
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The new city power plant will probably be installed by next summer, and I under-
stand it is going to be 15000 kilowatt, but before that materializes we ought to
have a emall stand-by which could always be used by the science laboratories.

As a whole we have enough to carry on, and we carry on better than most of the
colleges in China. At least we ought to feel proud that we are one of the few
colleges which have started classes as early as this. Wuhan University has got
very little ready for its work. If they should be able to start lectures by
December 1, I would be surprised. The third college in our city, Chung Hwa
University, has gons through a very difficult time. What they have now is Just
one empty building without any repairs except some white washing. They have no
books, no equipment, and no faculty, and they are Just gtarting their entrance
examinations. I suppose they will start their work, the kind of work they used
to do before the war or during the war, sometime about Christmas.

I have already sent the Annual Report for the department of Chinese Literature and
History to the Harvard-Yenching Board at Cambridge. Richard Bien has not written

his president's report yet, and I am going to remind him again. As soon as it is

ready, I shall have it sent to you for the Board of Founderg and the missions.

The China Mission of the Evangelical Church has sent us the equivalent of

U£$1,000 in Chinese currency, and I have written to their representative in Hunan,
Mr, Vernon Farnham, asking for a missionary on our faculty. I am not very hopeful
that they will be able to produce the man we want during the current academic year.
The Presbyterian Church Commission passed through Wuchang yesterday and were able
to pay us only about an hour's visit. Unfortunately I had another engagement in
the city, and I missed them. If I had known definitely that they were coming, I
would have cancelled the other engagement, but the news I got day before yesterday
was too indefinite for me to do that. I am going to write to Mr. Ruland before
his Commission leaves Changsha.

People say that I am getting stouter and more vigorous every day, and I hope that I
shall not outgrow my clothes which I bought with such great cost in America, but
that danger is not very great. Certainly I will not outgrow my shoes'

The weather is very pleasant just at the present moment. This is our best season.
We have got over the rush of registration, and the celebration of the National
Holiday on October 10, and we have just started the preparation for the celebration
of Founders Day on November First, which is also our Matriculation Day, and for this
year it will be the formal celebration of the return of the college to Wuchang.

Before T close T would like to say that Brank Fulton has written that he may be
appointed by the Yale-in-China Association for our faculty here. Burton Rogers, now
in Calcutta, is very eager also that he should be appointed by the Yale-in-China
Association to come to Huachung and teach English. I do not know how much chance
there is for either or both of them to Join us. Whatever you, Dr. Hume, and Dr.
Lobenstine can do to stabilize the connection of Yale-in-China with Huachung, it
will be of the greatest help. I believe that if Brank and/or Burton Rogers should
be appointed to our faculty, it may be conducive to a stronger connection between
Yale-in-China and Huachung.

with the best wishes and affectionate regards, I remain

Yours as ever,
/signed/ Francis C.M.Wei

FCMW/MRC




HUA CHUNG (CENTRAL CHINA) COLIE GE
Wuchang, China

Cctober 21, 1946

Mr. J. Earl Fowler, Seoretary
Hauchung Board of Founders
281 Fourth Avenue

New York City 10, New York

Sir:

I am writing to report to you that the China Mission of the
Evangelical Church in Changsha, Hunan, with the Rev. V. L.
Farnham as Superintendent, at 84 Pehlin Road, Changsha, has
finally joined Huaochung University on an experimental basis.
The secretary to the Mission in America is Dr. Carl Hein-
miller, 19 Superior Avenue, Cleveland 1l4, Ohio. I hope you
will report this to our Board of Founders and ask them to
decide what representation the Evangel ical Church Mission
ought to have on our Roard of Founkrs abroad and on our
Board of Directors in China.

You will recall that the Board of Founders acting concur-
rently as the Board of Directors has approved the partici-
pation of the nvangelical Church Mission in our work. Since
my return Mr. Farnham has gsent to Professor John L. Coe, our
treasurer, the equivalent of US$1,000 in Chinese currency
at the rate obtaining at the date, and Mr. Farnham is taking
steps to secure for our faculty a well-qualified man as their
representative. As soon as the appointment has been made, I

shall report to you again.

Your sincerely,
(signed) Francis C. M. Vel

President
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Rt« Rev. Williem P. Roberts
Bishop of Shenghai

874 Ohang Teh Lu ( Hert Road)
Shenghai

Deer Bishon Roberés:

I received your letter of lovember @2on Thursdey, the 7th, just before I went over to
Henkow to meet with the visiting Cormission in our lsst conference for the When center.

You raise two questions: first, eabout the Bewn School; and second, the Central Theologic~1l
Schoole.

Concerning the Bamn School, may I sey that we would be most heo vy to welcoms the school

to cooperate with us on cur cemmuse I believe both ogr Board of pirectors and our Board
of Founders will give their permission to the school to erect & bjilding on the groun s

of our Vomen's Unit, so that it mey heye ell the facilities and coonera ion of the univer=-
sity, and particularly of our Women's Unit, and to cooperate with whatever theologieal work
that may be developed in Hfach and in the other institgtions which may be cooperatil
with Humchung in Theological Training. It seems to me that the vrover nrocedure wogld be
for the Board of Control of the Bewn School to meke its propeosition to our Board of Direct~
ors through me, and then we may teke up the matter officisl lye It will be an independent
schocl, byt affilieted with Huechung in somewhat gimiler way that E.T.S. is effiliated
with Harverd, or Union Theological School to Columbise, unless the Board of Control of the
sohool should desire an even closer affiliation. We would wigh that at least some of

the students might be qualified as university students by nassing oyr entrence exeminations,
and then while they lived in the Bawm dchool, they might have all the edventages end nri-
vileges of Huachung students, narticularly when the Mynistry of Education is concerneds

It would not concem us whether the dean already appointed is a westerner or a Chinese, al-
though we wuld like to see in due coyrse of time & Chinese as ite head. When the proposi-
tion is mede to us for the Bawn School to be affiliated with Hgachung, we may heve a few
details which oan be easily worked ogte.

As to the Oentrel Theological School, we would give it the heartiest welcoms if it should
come to soonerate with us, as it is now tentatively cooperating with gt. John's University.
Ye heve ogr om theologieal work, which will be on the strictly university level, md we
are honing that the Central China Union Theologieal School, sgpported by two or three mie=
sions working in this center, may also oooperate with us. With the Oemtral China Union
Theologieal School, the Bam School, and our own theologieal work, we mey have all the nec-
esnary faculty to ocooperate with the Cemtrel Theologieel School end %o gupnlement it. I
em quite femiliar with this kind of cooperatifg in theological wcrk, as“6btains in Oxford

and Cembridge, end voseibly some errengement like that mey be the best for al 1 concerned,
What I have said about the Bayn School would enply also tc the Oentrel Theologieal School.

If the Board of Directors make sn official proposition tb our Boord of Directors, I
would presemt it to the next meeting of oyr Board of Directors, end put it through dl the
necessary "red tere.® Todsy the Huschung Senate passed & reso lution giving the Centreal
@heological School the heartiest welcoms to our midst.

Yours very cordially,

President
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Dr. Arthur M. Sherman,President
Huachung Board of Founders

281 Fourth Avenge

New York City 10, U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Sherman:

Inclosed I em sending you & copy of the remort of the Acting President for the
year 1945-46, which hes been addressed to me.

The proper procedure is for me to submit it first to the Board of Directors, and

then through that Board to the Boerd of Founders; byt eince the Board of Directors

has not yet been of ficially organized and therefore your.Board is still functioning
concurfently .as the Board of Directors, I beg to send this rerort direct to your
Boarde It is accompenied by a cory each of the report of Desn Constentine of the Gen=-
eral Faculty, of Dean P'u Hwang of the School of Education, and of the Registrar's
Office. I teke the liberty olso of sending to you & copy of my remort to the Harverd-
Yenching Board on behalf of ocur denartment of Chinese Literature and History.

All these renorts ought to heve been sent to you earlier, but becevse the Acting
President's remort was not given to me until late in October, I have not been esble to
do.so gntil now.

Yours sincerely,
—— N M X
P2 Lt CcO =27 .,

President

Encse
FOMW/MRC




EXCERPTS FROM A LETTER DATED NOVEMBER 12, 1946 FROM DR. FRANCIS C.M.
WEI, PRESIDENT OF HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY TO THE REV. A, M. SHERMAN.

I received several days ago your letter of October 3 from New York. I
have not been able to answer earlier than this because of the rush
when the Commission was visiting us here in this center during the last
week.

Personally I was very sopry that Dr. Addison could not be here. There
are so many problems on which we would like to have his counsel, and
the problems of ounr Theological Training is not the least of them, as
Mrs, Sherman will be able to explain to you in greater detail upon her
return. Bishop Roberts has written to ask whether Huachung would want
to welcome the Bawn School in our neighborhood so as to cooperate with
us, and whether we would be prepared also to receive the Central Theo-
logical School of the Sheng Kung Huei if their Board of Control should
decide to move up from St. John's in Shanghai to our midst here. I am
writing Bishop Roberts saying that we would welcome both of these two
institutions, and we would give them a most hearty welcome and coopera-
tion,

Maybe I have not written to you that while in London I was in confer-
ence with the heads of the London Missionary Society and the Methodist
Missionary Society about the possible cooperation between Huachung and
the Central China Union Theological Seminary, which used to occupy the
property on Ch'ien Chia Kai on the other side of Serpent Hill. It 1is
their hope that they may someday arrange to have the seminary also in
our neighborhood. In that case we would be building up on a coopera-
tive plan quite a theological center. As soon as official action has
been taken by any of those institutions and by our Board. of Directors,
I shall communicate with your board agein on the subject. Yesterdey
the Senate passed a resolution welcoming the Central Theological Semin-
ary and the Bawn School.

All these new developments do not mean that we should slacken in our
effort to build up in an adequate way our own theological work., If the
Central Theological School should come to Huabhung, I hope that Dr.
Edmumd Hsu may rejoin our faculty, He was slated for us six years ago,
by the Bishop of Anking, but owing to the difficulty of his mother's
travel to the interior during the war, he was prevented from coming.
Now the situation, of course, has changed as far as arrangements for
his family is concerned,

We are getting Dr. Starratt, a member of the Episcopal Mission, to
teach New Testament, beginning with next spring. The last letter from
Earl Fawler reports that the Rev., Francis Gray has been appointed to
teach Church History. Dr. Beaver of the Reformed Church Mission is
coming next autumn to teach Church History, Liturgics, and History of
Missions. I had hoped that the London Missionary Socilety might ap-
point Dr., Ackroyd to teach 01d Testament, but unfortunately I received
from him a letter day before yesterday that owing to the conditions of
his appointment as laid down by the London Missionary Society, he has
now to withdraw his offer for foreign service, and so I am afraid he 1is
forever lost to our service, Last spring while I was 1n New York the
Rev., Mr. Swift was in correspondence with an army chgplain who was
qualified to teach 0ld Testament and Semitics. Since Dr, Ackroyd 1s
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now unavailable would it be possible for Earl Fowler or the successor
to Ervine Swift to explore the possibility of this particular candidete
for the chair of 01d Testament in Huachung? There may be teachers of
the 01d Testament in the Central Theelogical School or in the Central
China Union Theological Seminary, but I doubt very much if he would be
such a specialist as we would like to have on our faculty. So it 1is
necessary for us to continue to look for a man who is really qualified
to develop the department of 0ld Testament in connection with our own
Theological Training.

It seems that the Central Theological Sehool and the Central China
Theological Seminery would desire particularly to train parish minis-
ters, which is also a part f our plan, but in addition we would like
to train a few students who may develop into real scholars in their own
lines., Of course, the Bawn School is to train only women workers for
the Church, and we would like to cooperate with it in this work.

You may be interested to know that we have three third-year men stu-
dents, Episcopalians, who are taking the combined theological course,
which we call the course on "Grade B" and there are four Episcopal men
students, one man and one woman Presbyterian students, in the second
year, who are taking the same combined course, so we have altogether
nine students in the two years., It is my hope that in the next year
sophomore class, we may have at least ten to take the same course. We
started the term with eight students taking the first year of combined
Theological and Arts course, but one man and one woman had to drop out
because of the heavy work, Of the nine students we have now five are
Boone graduates. This speaks well for our middle school.

With regard to Dr. Edwin Burdell, President of Cooper Union Institute,
we would like to welcome him to Huachung either to spend one semester
here and to teach some courses in Sociology, or to spend & part of a
semester and give a series of lectures in Sociology. We have not got
any work in Sociology just at the present time, but as soon &as possible
we would want to have at least one Sociologist who may be able to do
some teeching and to spend the greater part of his time in research and
writing. What we need in China is more material in the Sociological
field. Sociology is one of the subjects, the material of which cannot
be readily transferred from another country to China.

I hope you had a good meeting of the Board on October 31. I want to
thank you for your cablegram which unfortunately reached us here two
days after Founders Day, but I am having it published in the Huachung
Alumnl Bulletin.
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November 14, 1946

Dr. Francis C. M. Wel
Huachung University -
Wuchang, Hupeh, China

My dear Francis:

You will be receiving soon after this a copy of the minutes
of the meeting of the Board of Trustees which was held on October
thirty-first. I think these minutes with Mr. Fowler's covering
letter will be self-explanatory.

I want simply to say . a word about the sabatival year for
Chinese members of the faculty. Dr. John Lo spoke_to this point
at our meeting and impressed upon us the necessity of arrangements
for regular sabatical leaves for the benefit of the faculty and
ind irectly the college. As you will see by the minutes, Mr. Lyford
and I were asked to bring in a statement as to what financial arrange-
ments will be necessary. In the meantime, we are anxious that Dr.
Bien's arrangements for sabatical leave should be completed. Bishop
Tucker spoke to this point reminding us that the Domestic and Forelgn e
Missionary Society had funds which he was sure could be used to help
any of our own appointees. Inasmuch as this covers Dr. Blen's case,
I was asked to assure you that any application for necessary aid to
Dr. Bien would receive favorable attention by the National Counecil,
pending more complete arrangements covering the sabatical leaves
for members of the staff. i

ISl M

You will be pleased to hear that we had an excellent statement
from Dr. Beaver of Franklin Marshall College about ‘the contribution
of Dr. Lo to the College.

I have a gopy of your letter of October fifteenth to Mr, Lyford
and, fortunately, it came just before the meeting and I was able to
report its contents to the Board., Mr, Fowler and I with the aid of

glter Taylor and perhaps Mr, Allen will be studying the suggestions
regs the glncun.nt of the building and the l“i:plt.ﬂ purchases. .
oping for a photostatic copy of Mr. Bergemini's map teday

to work on it., When our re dations are
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ready I will get the Executive Committee together and get their ap=
proval of a cable to you. I'll not comment any further on your -
letter at this point but want to let you know that we are studying

the issues raised and one of us will be writing you further at a
later date. .

Warmest and most affectionate regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

'4

Arthur M., Sherman

< 4
3
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YALE-IN-CHINA COLLEGE

L;I‘. J N Earl FO""A' lel‘
281 Fourth Avenue
New York City 10, U. S. A.

Dear Earl:

I received two letters from you since L wrote you laste They are doted
votober 14 and October Z4.

1 have already answercd the letter which Dr. Beaver wrote mqénd have noted
a QQng of the letter that he wrote to you.

i hose thet you had a good meeting of the s0ard of Founders on October 941,
and thet the turn-out was encouraging. I wonder what Dr. Brank Fulton
had to say about the recent development of the Yale-in-China Association
with particular regard to his connection with nuaochunge.

e were very sorry to learn from Dr. Franklin and other membaers of the
Commission who were hereduring the last week about Dr. John Wood's illness
end I have written to Dr. wWood. I wrote also to Dr. Thayer Addisom,

addressing the letter by expre:s airmail to Guam. g
I heve received my baggage, which you shipped from New 1lork late im Julye.
1t came just before the weather turned cold, eand I am happy to have my
winter clothing, but the kerosine stove has not arrived yet, amd i anm hav-
ing to look around to find my old irom stove in arder to get some kind of
heating in the housee. imagine, it is 48 degrees F. this orning, and there
is not the least sign of heat anywhere on the campuse Coal for stoves 1is
only NC$370,000 a ton, but vhether the ~rice is high or low, i must hove
gome heat. Otherwise, I will sh ivel up like & lemon.

sy somn John {si#s SanFrencisco by this t ime, and i1 ho-e he has already
|started his rail journey eastward. lle will be too ut® for this semester
at Yale, but probably the authorities at the Graduate School will make
come kind of arrangemcnt for him. ‘ ‘ )

Miss Sheets arrived on November ¢, hile wmigcs Hutton and Dre. deidenhemmer
got here on uvctober 30. They have all started to teach. I am very hapdy
to know thet the Wards will be leaving for Hankow on the * juarine Lynx"
scheduled to leave SemFrancisoco about November 15. Let us hope that the
shipping strike will be terminated by that time.

It is very good to kmnow that there is the possibility of the Rev. francis
Gray being here in Jenuary. 4 suppose he is making reservations thro_ugh
the Rev. S. 0. Dkxom, Ed inburgh House, London.

Ye had ot the beginning of the term 446 students, but 20 student s have
already withdrawm, some tO gO to Wuhen university where they charge no
fees, not even for food, and some for family reasons. ,0 our enrollment
at present is about 425, The two women's hostels are :retty crowded, but
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- even with using single beds, Dr. Taai hes beem able to squeeze in 138
women students. All the mem* gtudents are us ing double decker beds,
and about 70 are living in the stack space on the ground floor of the
librery building. However, we hope soon to be gble to move them out
t0 the new hostel being completed on Ch'i P'amn Kai, which you will re-
member is the street where is the First Boone Teachers' Compound on the
way to St. Hilda's, only a few mimutes from the Back Ggte of the Boone
Oampu., .

it is good to kmow that the Rev. Frank i. Titus is succeeding Father

> Swift, and that you are doing everything possible to fill the National
Coumoil's quota of our faculty members.iie need a @od missionary who
can teach particularly the commercial courses, such as®ountinge Ur.
Richard Bien is the Ohly senior member in the rhysics department.
That is the reason why we are so eager to have Dr. Yates, now in Shef-
field, appointed on the support of the National Council to teach Phy~-
sics here. I hope the National Council will make -n exceptiom to his
appointment, zlthough he is a non-Episcopaliean. He has a Ph.D. from
the vmniversity of ireleand and eno her rh.D. from the University of Cam=~
bridge, and hes had about ten-years'teaching cs lecturer of rhysics in
Sheffield University. In the English universities a lecturer is of the
sameé rank as an assistant professor in America. F

1 understand that we should not expeot amy increase in the appropris-
tion from the National Council for the year. I did not quite under-
stand vhen L was in New York that the increase in the number of mis~
sionaries for our faculty would affect the increase of money aypropris-
tion from the “ational Council.

1 have already reported to the Poard of Founders through you that the
Evengeliocal mission in Hunen has joined us 2s a small unit on a trial
basis, :nd we are hoping that the Luthersn Mission w.ll come in also
as a unit bigger than thet of the Bvangelical Church before the end of
this terms Ag soon as this materializes, 4 cshall reorte.

ilth the best wishes and kind regards to you and Dot and ell my friends,
Yours affeotionately,

LN 4
72 vt Clo
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HUA CHUNG (CENTRAL CHINA) COLLEGE

Wachang, China

November 15, 1946

Mr, Oliver S. Lyford
54 Dana Place
Englewood, New Jersey
U.S.A.

Dear Mr, Lyford:

I received last week your letter of October 23, and I have shown it both to Dr.
Richard Bien and Mr, Coe, because certain parts of the letter concern them.

With regard to your papragraphs on the question of Equipment, Dr, Richard Bien has
given me a memorandum as follows:

"Items 4, 10, 11
Item 4: the only available unit on list of surplus material according to details
received. If smaller unit ~ available « we like to be advised as to
type, mamfacturer, so that a request may be made with CNRRA Officers,

I am corresponding with Yang Shih~tseng, our alumnus, Hupeh CNRRA rep-
resentative resident Shanghai on 4 and 9, mreasuring instruments,

the detailed 1list of parts making up the total not available. Am corres-
ponding with Mr. Yang. But I understand it is CNRRA practice to sell
according to the whole lot. If we pick and choose, the sale may be
delayed or never possible to be made,

Wohan Cities: 220 V 50 cycles. Some power line 380 V available. Because 50
cycles are so near 60 cycles, our equipment ordered through CNRRA can
be used, Fhysics Department has 2 110V 50 cycles motors, but only up
to 1 HP. Also, recemt replacement; 2 » 220V to 110V, 50 cycles, transe
formers, 15 K.W., each, all single phase,

Chinese standard for cities: 350-380 V power
220 V «» household
all 50 cycles household

With regard to the purchase of machine shop equipment, including a mokor from CNRRA, I
received day before yesterday a letter from one of my cousins in Shanghai to the effect
that the red tape of getting any of the CNRRA equipment is long and troublesome, He is
in close touch with the government and knows what he is talking about. We have to get
a permit from both the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Economics in control
of the allotment of CNRRA materials before we can make the purchase, and in the opinion
of my cousin it 1s not likely that we wuld be able to get such a permit. I have

(15595
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discussed the matter with Richard Bien, and he is not at dl hopeful about our getting
wvhat we want from CNRRA. I am going to go over to Hankow and see the Deputy Director

of the Hupeh Office of CNRRA, who used to be under my cousin in the Tariff Administration
during the war, but the difficulty is not with CNRRA but with the Chinese National
Government,

Concerning our Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Budget, Mr. Coe has written you in hie
letters 1~58 en October 29, and I~59 on November 12. In our discussions we reached
the following conclusions., The total budget as adopted by the Board of Founders last
year was US$275,000. Items 1 and 6 in this budget total US$95,000. For Item 1 we have
received from the Associated Boards US$28,500. The balance of our moving was covered
out of the grant of US$1,500 from the Woman's Auxiliary for the moving of students.

For Item 6 we have received a total of Chinese $21,000,000 from the Associated Boards,
which may well be reckoned as the equivalent of US$10,000,

The Budget total for Items 2 through 5 was US$180,000. Income actually received toward
this is as follows: US$100,000 from the National Council of the Protestant Episcopal
Church; US$5,000 from the Evangelical and Reformed Church; US$8,000 paid to you by the
Agsociated Boards; US$10,000 paid to us in August by the Associated Boards; US$4,000
mentioned in your last letter to me as from the American Council of Bducation. The

sum of these items is US $127,000. In addition there is the 33% of the government grant
of Chinese $100,000,000 which is to be used for Equipment, and at the present time it

is equivalent to approximately US $10,000. Also there is the question of the total
grant from the Associated Boards, Money actually received, including that for Items

1 and 6, is US$56,800. If their grant is US$100,000, then we can count on an additional
US$43,500. Thus counting on the government money and this extra from the Associated
Boards, we would have a total of US$180,500 to meet the total of US$180,000.

But we must memember that Dr, Ward has already reported the purchase of and requisition
for equipment totaling US$45,000, or US$5,000 more than the original budget estimate,
If we are to go ahead with the budgeted purchase of books up to US$60,000, there will
be an extra US$5,000 to be found, Also there is the mestion of machine shop equipment
which may run to US$5,000 to US$6,000. Also there may be more requisitions from the
science departments. If the equipment expenditure does run over the budgeted amount

by US$15,500 that ought to come out of either future income for rehabilitation and
equipment over and above your present budget for US$40,000 for that item or it would
‘have to come out of Yale~in-China Reserve Fund, part of which ought to go to Equipment.
If on the other hand the possible total of US$100,000 from the Associated Boards men-
tioned in your letter to me is outside of what they have given us for items one and six

then our funds are ample gnd anything over the total of US$180,000 will be carefully
handled to see that permanent equipment is secured,

Since I returned, I have been trying to put some screws down as to expenditure on repairs
and furniture, which have been in the hands of Dr. Paml V. Taylor. The Senate has

discussed the matter more than once, and now we try to keep those items of reconstruce
tion and rehabilitation within your budget.

With regard to the purchase of land, we are still buying the small pieces to the east of
the old City Wall, which may be necessary for our future development and which are not
costing too much. We have already cabled and written you for permission to proceed with
the purchase of large tracts of land outside the old City Wall, calling for something
like US$26,000 in order to complete our acreage of 75 acres for the future development

of the university, and this would include the land inside the 0ld Boone Campus, which
is about 20 acres.
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While the visiting Commission of the National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church
was here, Dr. Franklin and Dr. Magill raised the question whether we were having already
too much land, if the Boone Middle School should move out and leave us the whole of the
Boone Campus. It did not take a great deal of arguing for them to see, at least I

hope that they did see, that land is at the present time about the cheapest thing in

the market, and it is bound to rise in price as the city gets underway in reconstruction
again., We should not leave the future generations less than they will need, and seventy-
five acres for a university of our size would not be too much. Most of the Christian
colleges at the present time are holding more than that,

You may be interested to know what kind of conferences we had with the Commiscsion while
they were here for only one week, They spent less than two days on the Wuchang side,
and the rest of their time in Hankow. According to the schedule, prepared by the Proe
gram Committee of the Hankow Diocese, the college sent a deputation consisting of all
the administrative haeds to have a conference with the Commission in Hankow for an hour
and a half. We presented our case and answered their questions., Of course, it was
impossible to aecertain what reaction they had to our situation and what recommendations
they would propose to the National Council with regard to a grant from the National
Council for our future buildings. It was, however, quite clear to them that we did

not have any buildings suitable for university purposes. The most impressive building
is at the present time the library, but it was the opinion of the Commission that it
was a most unsuitoble building for that use. We made it quite clear to the Commission
also that if and when the Boone Middle School should move out, the only thing that they
would leave for us which would have a useful purpose would be the land of half of the
cempus, amounting to ten acres. Their group of four buildings could possibly be used
for the time being, but sooner or later they would have to be scrapped in order to

make room for some better built and more useful university buildings. The gymnasium,
which was built for about 400 students, would probably be affected by the new city
planning, unless we should succeed in diverting the direction of the public road, which
the city proposes to put through the building,

I hope we have succeeded in making the impression on the visiting Commission that if
we should get our new buildings for Hua Chung, a considerable part of the funds for that
purpose must come from the Reconstruction and Advance Fund of the National Council of
the Episcopal Church in the United States. The rest may come in comparatively small
amounts from the other cooperating units, and from what funds the United Beard may be
able to raise within the next five years. While I was in London I saw a letter from
one of the officers of the Associated Boards to Mr. Slater of the Chinese Christian
Universities Agsociation, and that letter seemed to indicate that our request for

the new set of buildings was not too much in excess, That letter was written in the
first instance in rather a discourageing mood, but a postscript said thet after the
writer's interview with you, the tone was changed,

Ag far as the construction of the new buildings is concerned, all agree that we should
not attempt any large building until the cost of construction comes down to at least
twice our pre~war cost in terms of American currency. That may take eighteen months

to two years, but im order to house our faculty members and students and have proper
hostels for our students it seems imperative to build something like ten dwelling houses
and two hostals, each to accommodate about 50 students in normal times, before next
September, and half the houses ought to be available before next February, which seems
to be too much to hope., The housing problem in Wucheng, as it it in the cities of
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America and England, is most difficult, The Japanese tore down a large number of
houseg in our city. This makes it almost impossible to rent any houses for our faculty
members unless we are willing to pay an almost prohibitive rent, and that only for a
most unsuitable house,

As T have written to Dr. Sherman, we were most grateful to redeive the Founders? Day
on November First, but the cable came two days after the celebration.

With the October Tenth celebration, the Founders? Day, the coming of the visiting
Commission, all within one month, I have found my hands rather full, and there are other
eminent visitors coming to our center all the time, Today the British Trade Commission
is being entertained by the Provineial Government, and I have to attend a dinner and
interpret for the governor. Besides, I have to mark about 300 papers and hand in the
grades to the Dean'es Office my next Monday. I wish we were still in Hsichow for my

own personal leisure. Wahan is too busy a center to suit my taste, but for the college
it is, of course, infinitely better. As far as I can judge from my lcasses, the fresh~
man are of much better quality than the students we had in Hsichow.

The weather has suddenly turned cold. The thermometer on my porch this morning regise
tered 48 degrees F, and we begin to think of some kind of heating, but coal for the
heating stoves is $370,000 Chinese a ton, and it is not easy to get it even at that

price. I am cold~blooded, and I cannot work without a stove, so I am determined to
have one in my own study at least,

Sincerely yours,

Signed TFrancis W. M. Weis
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to receive your letter f cto be 24, nd to know thnat the Reve.e GeOe

Gray hes definitely been Henkow for teaching on.ogr feculty.

find not going to be easy.

blem is how tc

<

I hope thet trenerortation from England will not be es jifficult as it hes been from
Americe, becsuse they have not hed eny e rine strikes there yet, and I sunpoge Nre. Gray
. . . . \ 1 N Ty ks ) . —

is booking his reservation thrcugh the Rev. Se He Dixon in Edinbgrgh

House.

C 711' 0ld friend

I%e 1d

here from lovembe until Nc 8, end they snent less
but they attended ‘ bretion of cur Foynders Dey, end Dre.
Frenklin was one of the two the ler being the governcr of Hurehs I ected es
internreter for Dr. Franklin wherever he sroke, and r the other two members of the Com-
misgion when I wes with them. It wes certainly a eat diser rointmcnt to ys thet Dre
Aiddison wes nrevermted from coming. It mey be Trovi ed so that he gwould be forced
to reserve his strength for even more imrortent work in New York. The trip mist have been
very strenuous for the Commission,end the conferences in nlaces muat have been more sCe
Tt w-s & grest loss thet we could not have Dre Addison in conferences with the renresent-
etives of the different tynes of work in the Henkow Diocese, merticulerly our own work be-
tc rest in the hosnital.

cause he woygld be so mmuch imterested in educationel metters. I have written to him at
Ggem es I nassumed thet ne would still be there for sometime tc

The Commission visited gs November
then two days in Wuchang,
oth
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thet you have nmade your nlens to sail for Henkow in. January.

I shell be here to greet you. In conference with the Commission, oninion was exrnressed
by the Chinese clergymen thet more Arericen missioneries wogld be needed for our wrk here,
not only in the edycational institutions, but in the evengelistic end other kinds cf

work « This you may be glad to know.

I em very glad to know

" S

with the best wishes,

Yours sincerely,
*—-" . _ (\(
7 2Ll Coo (7? ,éza,(/yézfei4
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COPIES TO DR. SHERMAN, MR, FOWLER AND MB.. GREINER

November 17, 1946
Letter W-100

Dr. Yrancis C. M, Wei, President, C: p
Hua Chung University,
Wochang, China

Dear Sir:

May I begin by suggesting that we reestablish the practice of numbering our letters?
I will make & new start by mambering this W-100. I judge that N.Y.110 for your nextlekter
would not overlap any of your old ones, My recent letters to you were dated August 22,
September 10, October 2 and October 23,

I have acknowledged previously the receipt of your letter of September 11, and a copy
of your letter of August 28 to Dr. Sherman. I now have before me your letter of Oectober 15
and Mr. Coe's letters 1-56 and I-57, Also, I have your cablegram of October 25 from Hankow.

The meetings of the Trustees of Hua Chung College and of Central China College Founda-
tion were held on October 31 as planned, and a number of important steps were taken, I
believe Mr. Fowler will send to you soon a copy of the minmutes. We are now prepared to
join the United Board for Christian Colleges in China as soon as one more formality has
been attended to. The main document to be executed is a three-page agreement between the
Central China College and the United Board. This cannot be signed until a certification
of approval shall be received from each of the five supporting missions. Requests have
nov been sent to them, and we are hopeful that the certification will be received before
January 1, 1947.

Officially the American name of our institution will not be changed until the union
has been accomplished, This is because the name "Hua Chung College" appears in the formal
document s, and any change made while the negotiations are in process might cause confusion
in the case of any beyuest or other gift. After the union, this change can be made with-
out any risk of this kind, I do not know of any prospect of this sort, but the lawyers
want to be very careful.

Mr. Coe has asked whether, after the union, all Chinese-American exchange will have to
be carried on through the channels of the United Board. This question has not come up in
any of our meetings and, until it does, I see no reason why any monies sent direct by the
mission boards or others cannot be handled as he has been doing, whether they pass through
the Reserve Account in the National City Bank or not. I am reporting that both Joint Ac-
count and the Reserve Account are under the control of the Treasurer of the Central China
College Foundation, acting as agent for the College. I wonder if there is any reason now
why these two accounts should not be merged in one?

The reorganization of the Board of Directors in China should be accomplished before
Jamuary first, if possible. After sending my letter of October 2, in which I referred to
this matter, I reviewed the constitution of the Board of Directors and, therefore, was
prepared for the statement in your cablegram of October 25th. As you say, the appointments
of the directors who shall represent the Mission Boards must be made after the Boards have
received the recommendations from the field. I hope you have started at once to prepare
and forward these recommendations. Please send to Mr. Fowler duplicates of all recom-
mendations sent to the respective Boards, so that we can follow them up and get prompt
action. I realige that the upheaval resulting from the war may make it difficult for
the alumni and others to decide on their recommendations for directors, but I hope you
can decide on these persons also before January lst. It would be well to have the Board
of Directors formally established and functioning before the unior with the United Board
1s"put into effect. In the meantime, the Board of Trustees will have to contimue to act
as the Board of Directors, pro-tem, but they will welcome any assistance which can be
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Letter W-100

econtriduted by the informal board which 1s meeting with you. Any action by the informal
board should be reported to the Board of Trustees for confirmation.

I find it very difficult to form any clear impressions of your financial problems in
regular operation without an operating budget. I agree that if possidle you should meet
the Government rates for salaries and subsidies, but whether we can do this, I cannot form
any definite idea. I expect to get the same U. S. totals from the supporting missions,
Harvard- Yenching and the Associated Boards as for the last college year, and it seems
reasonable to suppose that from now on the average rate of exchange will rise about as the
cost of living does, but beyond these two assumptions I cannot see, I think we should have
a memorandum of the income which you expect during the current college year from Chinese
sources, including student tuition fees.

I note the pressing need for new buildings, and I hope you will have the opportunity to
discuss the matter thoroughly with Dr. Franklin. Dr. Addison's 4llness en route to China
was a great misfortune in many ways, both for him and for the University.

I have nothing new to report regarding the availability of funds of the Associated Boards
or the United Service for China, Inc. We had the meeting of the Executive Committee of the
Associated Beards, but the discussion was all about ways and means of securing funds, and
there was considerable optimism but no evidence of money ready for distribution. We shall
have to go ahead on faith for some months. I am fairly certain that Hua Chung will fare as
well as any one of the colleges. Hope to have something more tangible to report before long.

Mr, Greiner will be sending a report to Mr. Coe shortly. The following summary from
his report is rather comforting.

oF c c
as of July 31, 1946

Summariged

Operating Funds US $99,740.11
Building Fund 101,566.63
Moving &Rehabilitation Fund 95,560.91
Miscellaneous Specials 2,100,00
Scholarship Funds 13,072,45
Dr. Wei's Travel Fund 468,8

312,508,.91

I hope there will be no confusion because of the suthority which the Shanghail Office
has to homor your requisition for funds., This authority included U.S.$60,000 from the
Operating Punds and U.5.$100,000 from the Noving and Rehabilitation Fund. I am repeating
this simply to aveid any misunderstanding. Of course, the purchases made in the U.S. will
have to be paid for out of the same funds until more shall arrive from the Associated Boards.

Mr. Coe's letter 1~57 regarding the purchase of additional land has been duplicated and
sent with photostatic copies of the sketch to 4 or 5 persons in this vicinity who are familiar
with the topography of the area under discussion. My personal recollection is that Mr,
Bergamini's plans for the college duilding, made before the war, contemplated that once
in ten years or so the first floors of the buildings might be flooded to a depth of 5 or 6
feet. Under these circumstances, I do not see how this low land can be used for any
residential buildings or for laboratories om the library., Anyway, we cannot cable any
answer to his letter until we have had some time to consider the general problem.

"
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I do mot see how you are getting along as well as you do, with 446 students enrolled
and with nearly all the faculty membersand students in such oramped quarters. I presume
this is due in large measure to the corresponding hardships of nearly everybedy else in
the vicinity., Yale and most of the other Ameriean universities are greatly overcrowded,
but not as badly as you are.

I am glad to report that Mr. Fowler contimues to be in good health in spite of
carrying a very heavy overload,

Yours very sincerely,

Oliver 8. Iyford
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November 25, 1946

Dr. Francis C., M. Wel
Huachung University
Wuchang, Hupeh, China

My dear Francis:
I have Just sent you a cable as follows:

"ADVISE AGAINST PURCHASE PROPERTY AB AT PRESENT. LETTER
FOLLOWS"™

I called a meeting today of Messrs Lyford, Fowler and Arthur
Allen to consider the questions raised in Mr. Coe's letter of
October rfifteenth concerning land purchases. After considerable
discussion we decided, with much regret, that the purchase should
be delayed for the present at least, for the following reasons.

We would have to draw on our building funds for the land pur=-
chase and have no assurance that it could be replaced. It will be
some time before we can hope for grants for extention from the As-
sociated Boards. If we do draw on the Procter-Johnson gifts for
building we would prefer to do it to purchase some of the plots
near the old campus should they come on the market.

When Dr, Franklin and the Commission return from China we
may have further information which will change our judgment in
which case we shall notify you promptly. In the meantime, we are
inclined to think that because of present unsettled conditions in
China land prices are not likely to go up in the immediate future.

Then too, we still have the hope that the campaign for funds
to be conducted by the United Board will result in a generous sum
for the Christian Colleges in which case we hope to be able to
proceed with our bullding schedule and possibly the purchase of
more land. :

With warmest regards.




The Bt. Rev. H. St. George Tucker, D.D., Presiding Bishop and President

NATIONAL COUNCIL + Protestant Episcopal Church

The Rev. Franklin J. Clark, D.D. The Rev. James Thayer Addison, D.D. Lewis B. Franklin, D.CL.
Secretary Vice-President Treasurer

CHURCH MISSIONS HOUSE, 281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y.
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Via Tali, Yunnan, cChina
November 28, 1946

Hev, Arthur ¥, Sherman, S, T, D,, Fresident
Huaehung Board of Founders

802 Broadway

New York 3, N, Y,, UsS.A,

Xy dear Lr, Sherman:
1 have just received your letter of November 14, 1946,

It is good to know that the meeting of the Board of Trustees, held
on Uetober 31, went off well, Jr., Fowler has not yet sent us the
¥inutes, which may come at any time,

we feel very amuch engouraged that the Trustees are taking up again

the matter of the sabbatieal leave for cur faculty members of pro-
fessorial rank, and it is particularly encouraging that Bishop Tucker
sald that the 5omcltic and Foreign iis slonary Soe¢lety had funds whigh
he felt sure could be used to help any of our appointees, I suppose

he referred to members of our own Chureh, such as Ur, iien, If other
meabers of our faculty are alse eligible to apply for assistance {rom
that fund for sabbatical leave, please let me know at once, I am going
to see Ur. Blen and ask him to apply at once to the hational Couneil
for such help.

We have already received your eable aivising us 1ot to attempt the pur-
chase of land A and B outeide the old City #«all, at least for the present
time, It will cost a considerable sum, and we understand that at the
present juncture it may not be wise to make the purchase, although

the land would help us to congloto the acreage which eertainly v ould

be needed for the [uturs development of filwachung. No college or
university, which is a going conecern, can have too mueh land because

it will be difficult to tell how much will be needed in the future
generations, As soon :8 you have eoaglctod your study of the issues,
please write us by air at once or cab @, 80 that we may proceed accor: -

ingly.

“® have heard from Dr, wWilliam Fenn, asking us to make & study of our
finaneial nceds, and to make an atteapt to readjust our subaidies so
as to give everybody on our staff 4O% of the pre-~war purchasing power,
¥r. Coe and 1, with the nelp of Ir., Bien, have been stud ing this
matter, and we found it would cest us about KC 45,000,005 & month at
the {rcacnc price level in order to do that, As soon as we have
coupleted our study, we are going to write to Lr. feen, sarly next

06 |2
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week, it present it looks as if the problexz is not easy to aclve,

¢ are following the government scheme in ;aying subsicdles, Agcording
to that scheme, cur low-salaried pesple are getting LOL pre-war pur-
caasing power or wmore, and the higner we go up in rank the lower is

Lae percentage, Jome weeks ago 1 wrote to ir, Lyford that 1 wae get-
ting 40% myself, but I made at that time & wrong caleulations, 1 aax
one of those whe are in the lLigher-salary sgale, and the top people are
getting only about 204 ol their pre-war purchasing power, How we are
golng to make a specisl subsldy s0 &s to give every.ody LOH pre-war pure
chasing power 1is & very coiaplicated matter,

First of all, what is the present purchasing power of the Chinese dollsar?
That depends upon price indexes, about which the local zovermment iz not
at all definite, we figured in September that prices were 5,000 times
thicee beforoe the war, How they mre about 6,000 times, At any moment

no one can say what the index is., I1{ we should make our cwn, people
would question our deeislon, and yet Ur, silliam Fenn's 4OH requires a
pretty accurate index number. Un the other hand, i we should follow the
government scheme of payment, it is at least objective as far ac we are
concerned, The higheranking people are getting s smaller percentage,
while the lower-runking are getting a nigher one, but if anyone shou.d
couplain, he can blame cnly the government for it. It is not that we do
not wish to accept the responsibiiity, but we cannot determine the i{rdex
numbver,

Cur present scheme of subsidies, accordirng to the government plan, is
more soclalistic, although in a way it works hardship on the righer-ranking
gcople. Take, for instance, the professor who i getting the top salary,

®

recaives every month about nine times or so of the wapes of a collerge
servant, whereas before the war he would be receiving 23 times, Ferzone
ally I question whether it was right before the war for 2 professor to
receive twenty-three times &s much as our college servant, dages have
gone up, and they ought to have gone up, but at the present time they have
gone up disproporticnately. OCur fresh graduate is getting four times
the wages of a collc%a servant, whereas before the war he was getting
about four and & halfl times, 3¢ cur younger people are bettar off
than the senior people, Jalaries, if you may call them salaries, are
more equitably equalized, but some of our senior people are beglinuing
to feel the pinch because prices in China for daily necessities in wuhan
are now higher than those in New York, whereas before the war they vere
only about one-quarter or one-fifth, If the American dellar does not get
& fair exchange in Chins, 1 see no remedy for ocur situation, e had been
expecting an increase in the exchange of the American dollar in Hovember,
but the government has not altered the rute, and so exchange is lagging
far behind the rise of prices,

Or. Fackullen has written from New York that we must cut our budget,
elthor by eliminating or redueing some department, or even some faculty,
i, e., school, But we did that during the wari and we are not in a

Y

gguig on io o thgt any more without permanent danaging cur work, we
y be able to reduce the number of teachers in one, or at most two
departments, which I doubt very mueh, but our administrative staff ls st
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the present time really not adequate, Therefore, taking our faculty
and staff as & whole, we would be able Lo do not very much reducing.

“ur income in American dollars may remain about the same as this year,
ith rising prices wo would have & very serious deficit. Lr. Mac Mullen
has suggested that we should Inerease the charge of fees, but you may
very well see¢ that there is & limit to that. we are charging ccmpara-
tively lower fees than the Christisn colleges in :-sst China and South
China, but we have to remember that the financial condition of cur re-
gion {s different., If we should raise our fees, we would be serving
only those students who come from families which had profited froz the
war., This might not be the wisest thing ifor a Christian institution to
dos The govermment institutions are not charging any fees at all, and
give their students even free board and lodging., Cur students pzy for
their own board and pay & hostel fee, besides tuition and cther fecs,
The difference is reelly bipg encugh for eome of the most desirable
students t¢ stay away from us. We have in mind particularly the Christian
students, If they could get a free educstion in » goverament university,
they would not come te us, much as they may appreciate the kxind of educa=
tion we could give to them,

I am taking almost cvery gift which is sent to ae personally for ay
diseretionary use in order to incresse the budget for scholarships, and
the number of scholarships are reslly rot sufficient to take care of all
the needy students, The total amount for this yesr is CeNe$14,000,000,
A first-class scholership carries a stipend of 250,000 = year; a
second-class $200,000; and & thiri-class 150,000, But board alons Ls
at present over ;50,060 & month, 4 first-class scholarship student

sas to work in order to earn at least {20,000 & month to make ends
meet, 1 he gets little support from his own family, It is hard for
us to make the decision that poor “hristian students should not come
to us, and there arec many of them,

AB 800N &8 we have reached a decision as how to answer Ur, . illiam
Fenn's letter and Lr, Maciullen's letter, I shall write to them both,
and coples will be sent to you or Mr, Lyfard for the information of the
Trustees,

I have heard froaz ur, Brank Fulton in Kew Haven, It seems that Yale~
in-China has 10t been able to make up its mind what share it will have
in Huachumg as a cooperating unit, or how long it wi.l remain with us.
I can understand that well because they are waiting for Yale University
itselfl to make up itz own mind, and then Yale-in-China will glmply
follow suit. 1 hope at least that before tLhey reach any definite de=-
cision they will take steps to increase their present appropriation

of UZ15,000, Defore the war its highest approyriation wae Uoelh 000,

All the other cooperating missions must inecreaze also their support for
Hueaehung, 50 as to meet our needs, during the year 1947-4€ and thereafter

until conditiong begome more noraal in China, _5ut our needs will
increase as we develop norwally, iHowever, as long as prices are as
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unreasonable as they are at preseat, we camnot think of development
at all, or even natural growth,

The China Miseion of the Evangelieal Church has Joined on a tentative
basis., As I have reported to kr. Lyford, the mission has sent us $1,000
and is looking fer a missionary teacher for our staff, The Lutheran

Mission is thinking sericusly of coming in as well, If that should
materialise, it may bring us a money appropriaticn, say, of US $2,000

& year, and a couple of missionary teachers. Ais soon as they have reached
& deeision, we shall repert to the Board of Trustees,

¢ are having the first snowstorms today, and that reminds us that Christmas
is coming. May this letter bring to you, ¥rs, iherman, and other members
of the Board of Trustees and amy other fri.nda in the Church ay hearty
Christmas and New Year Greetings., With the warmest and most affeetionate
regards, I remain

Tours very slngerely,

Signed Francis C, K, wel

POMu /MRC




L N Gy ¥ i) A
HUA CHUNG (CENTRAL CHINA) €6ttreE

WUCHANG, CHINA




2 X # ¥ x #H
HUA CHUNG (CENTRAL CHINA) COLLEGE
WUCHANG, CHINA
TEMPORARILY IN HSICHOW
VIA TALI. YUNNAN, CHINA

CHINA COLLEGE

A i:,if 7LW s /’Z/‘vf‘ hrzeo :1&96271& ,,2 @ Reield oo a 't \\/

ayt,
&a{ Z 7& A /‘/a,u//;ﬁ '/(/ M e &%/é/* i e I tj @ml/.
g2 e e o |

ey opprcs &7 /z( W‘Z’T ‘/4%4 %ucu f»w/;%,u./? (Q)
M 7&«@1}«44 s PR \robéééz%’r oo Y2geso 2,(7 2ee>ele ,, cw
50 & A b€ @7 2 Sz ESLLlo wﬁ/{/@/,/_,. /%EzZL%

St il seoiticonn el G T OB b B S ]

g, Je g licdreals *22 Wror~
: '« Shihiglp T damre /40
W Len Bemnt- y sacl T e oY,
'y o omol sf 10 Lnens pf daelcie

v V4

: é P < ik 2 ; 4 \ ‘ 3
: el 5T coml cy rem T NCHE3EGI0D
; ‘ Z :




Dr. Franeis Vel
281 Fourth Avenue
Yew York 10, W.Y.

¥O IATTER FROM YOU SINCE NOVEMEER SEND YOUR INSTRUCTIONS

STAFF BODGYR SALARY SUBSIDY SCHEME HOUSING EDUCATIONAL IDICAL
ALLOWANCES PAD GASE TO REACH WUCHANG MIDDLE MAY OR RETURN
WUCHANG JULY.

RICHARD BIEN




HUA CHUNG (CENTRAL CHINA) COLLEGE

Wachang, China

December 3, 1946

Dr. William P, Fenn, Field Representative
Agsociated Boards of Christian Colleges in China
169 Yuen Ming Yuen Road

Shanghal

Dear Dr. Fenn!:

I received some days ago your letter of October 31, and since then I have been consider-
ing the questions you raised in the letter with John Coe and Richard Bien.

We quite understand the seriousness of the situation. The money the Associated Boards
and the missions may be able to raise for the Christian colleges in China for the year
1947-48 may be about the same, or even a little bit more than this year, but unless
the situation in China should radically change, we could only expect a decrease in

the purchasing power of our income from abroad,

In order to meet the situation a revision of the budget of everyone of the colleges
ghould, of course, be considered. Your proposal is that we should aim at giving 40%
of the pre-war purchasing power to everyone of our teaching and administrative staff,

In order to do that, we would need about CN$ 5,000,000 more per month than at present
here in Huachuhg, if the price level should remain the same, which is not likely to
be the case.

You have suggested that it may not be possible to increase our income, and therefore
the only resort would be retrenchment by other means than that of redueing faculty and
staff salaries.

One of the means you have suggested is the elimination of entire departments and projects.
¥We have hardly any projects to speak of, and our departments have remained throughout

the war, and now after the war, the same as before the war. We did our pruning, as a
matter of fact, during the war years, and we would not dare to do any more.

The second method you have suggested is the elimination of unnecessary personnel, We
have studied this possibility carefully, and our coneludion is that we might be able
to reduce the size of our department of Chinese Literature; and when more missionaries
come from America to join our teaching staff, we may cut out some of the salariesfor
Chinese teachers of English. But om the other hand, our administrative staff has been
really inadequate, and that 1s not conducive to efficienty in administration. TFor
instance, Mrs. Coe has been serving voluntarily for my English secretary, and I have
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a fresh graduate as an English clerk in my office to attend to the filing and miscellan~
eous matters, but he has also to help in teaching English because at the present moment
the department is shorthanded. I have aChinese secretary and a Chinese clerk, We

ought to have at least another clerk to attend to alumni affairs under direction, but
there if no clerk in the Registrar's Office nor in the office of the Dean of the General
Faculty. Only Mrs. Constantine is helping part-time her husband in the Dean's office.
We are considering the advisability of appointing an additional clerk to give half-

time to the Dean's and Registrar's Office and half-time to attend to alumni matters,

It does not do to neglect the alumni too far, but at the initial stage this would re-
quire money.

Coming back to your original proposition of giving every member of our administratixze
and teaching staff an income equivilent to 40% of the pre-war purchasing power. John
Coe hasalready sent you a 1list of our teaching and administrative personnel with
their respective incomes, But at the time he sent you that list we estimated the
prices in the Wuhan center to be sbout 5,000 time pre—~war prices. With the lapse of
over a month prices have gone up to about 6,000 times, We have not been able to get
any official price index for our region. If we should make our own index, it would
be very unsatisfactory. Our lower-salaried people are get‘ing 40% of the pre—war
purchasing power, or even a little bit more, but the higher in rank the person is the
lower would be the percentage. When you reach the level of our assistant professors,
the percentage is only around 30%; and the top-salaried people like Richard Bien anmd
myself and practically all the full professors drawing their pay from the college trea-
surer are getting only about 26%.

From this you can see that if you should help us to find the NC$5,000,000 a month, or

its equivalent as prices increase, we wouls still have to face the difficult proposition
as how to glve everybody 40% pre-war purchasing power. The only way we could think of

to accomplish this would be to give a special subsidy to those .eople who did not get

the 40% pre-war purchasing power when following the government scheme of subsidies, as

we have been doing since June 1946, The government scheme for the Wuhan center, ob-
taining since August, is 540 times the basie salary, plus NC$90,000 and NC$20,000-$50-000
a month according to rank,

So far the lower-rank people have not been complaining, but the higher-rank people are
beginning to feel the pinch as prices continue to increase. However, since we follow
the government scheme, they blame the government when the multiplying figure is not
incrsased - in other words, when the scheme is not modified ascording to prices as

the government had announced early in the summer.

If we should decide to give a special subeidy to those people who failed to gzet the

405 pre-war purchasing power, according to the govermment scheme, we would have to accept
theresponsibility for making the decision. Of course, we are not shirking amy respon-
sibility if it should be ours., The real difficulty is how to determine the 40% when
there is no definite reliable price index in our center. When we come to think about

it, any percentage would have to depend upon that,

Under the present circumstances, you can see how difficult it is for us to submit to you
the 60% and 80% of our present budget as of October 1946, since we cannot determine what
is 40% of the pre-war purchasing power. Our estimate for the whole year on the figures
of October 1948 is NC$180,000,000 for salaries, NC$60,000,000 for operational expenses,
making a total of NC$240,00,000. From this you may take 60% or 80%, but our problem

b2 |
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is not mwally solved. Y{Adding $5,000,000 a month to bring all faculty up to 40% of
pre-war purchasing power would mean a total of NC$300,000,000,)

We had been expecting the exchange rate for the American dollar to be increased by this
month, but it has not happemed for reasons which only the responsible govermment people
know, If there should be an increase in rate for the exchange of the American dollar
commensurable to the increase of prices, we might be able to meet our budget of 1947-%8,
if our income should remaim about the same, but we mey be able to see that more clearly
by next spring rather than at the present time,

I am sending this to you in Shanghai by airmail express, hoping that it will reach you
before you sail from Shangai on or before December 6., I know that I am nmot allowing
enough time for this letter to reach you, and on to assure you that you may not be in
America without sufficient information from us, I am sending three copies to America;
one to you, one to Mr, J. E, Fowler, seeretary of our Board of Founders, and the other
to Oliver S. Lyford, treasurer.

I wish you a very pleasant trip to America and a speedy return.

Before I close I wish to add a personal note. It was much to my regret that I do not
have a chance to see you last winter and spring when you were in New York. I know you
had a very crowded schedule, and so did I. Our paths simply did not cross. I regret
further that since my return from England in the latter part of August I have not dared
to leave Wuchang because there has been so much that requires my attention. The Wuhan
center is much busier now than when I left it nine and a half years ago. There are ever
80 many things that demand my attention in the Provincial Government, business circles,
Christian schools, and the churches. It is my hope that I may be able to visit Shanghai
and Nanking sometime early next spring, and I look forward to having a good heart-to-
heart talk with you on the question of the Christian colleges, as well as on the general
situation in the country.

Yours sincerely,

s8igned Francis C. M. Wei




HUA CHUNG (CENTRAL CHINA) COLLREGE

Wuchang, China

December 3, 1946

Nr, Oliver S, Lyford
54 Dena Place
Englewood, New Jersey
U. SUA.

Dear Mr, Lyford:

I received during the weckend your letter W-100, and I have noted your suggestion,
I will re-establish the practice of mumbering my letters. PFlease note that this is
my sixth letter to you since my return to China, and I am beginning to use the no-
tation "VL" g0 as to distinguish it from my earlier series sent to you from Yunnan,
Please remember my previous five letters, which I presume you have already received,

All the letters that you have sent to us have been duly received.

Enclosed I am sending you a copy of my letter to Dr. William Fenn in amswer to his,
dated October 31, on the question of 40% pre-war purchasing power to everyone of
our faculty and staff, and the difficuldy involved in our case if we should aim at
that and at the same time follow the government scheme of paying subsidies. A copy
of the seme letter is going to Earl Fowler 2s sscretary of the Huachung Board of
Trustees,

I have noted also the matter of the official name of our institution in English,
During my absence abroad our people in Yunnan, and after our return to Wuchange, have
been using the term "university" in order to the conform to the Chinese official title.
I hope it has not caused much confusion or misunderstanding at the American end. Our
English friends seemed to have welcomed the change of name most heartily,

I have consulted Mr. Coe about amalgamsting the Reserve Adcount and the Joint Account.
If there is no more question of any of our funds being frozen in America, the amal-
gamation of the two accounts would not cause any trouble, but vou are im a better
position to judge.

Mr. Coe has been acting as secretary of our Board of Directors, which have been funce
tioning only tentatively. I have asked him to remind the different missions in the
field to report their recommendations to their home boards, which I thought they had
already done. Apparently aside from the Episcopal Board the missions have not done it
according to the constitutional procedure,
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As to the three representatives of the alumni, it would take sometime to get through
the election. The General Alumni Association hes been reorganized, but 1t will be
wvecks before the alumni, who are scattered all over the country, will be able to
send in their ballots and put through the election of the Tirectors' representatives.
It may not be possidle for the names of those representatives to reach your Board
before January 1, but it may be possidle to have the Board oficially recognized
with the three alumni representatives still undetermined.

It has been seriously on our minds to determine an operating budget for the curront
year. We had hoped that we might be able to do that when the government had changed
its official rate of exchange for the American doller agein, Certainly it is time
for the change as prices have gone up considerably since August when the present rate
vag fixed. Perhaps the best thing for us to do now is to reach a budget on the basis
of the Amsriean currency. Even with this, it will be difficult to handle our fi-
nances, as you may see from the reasons I stated in my letter to Dr. Williem Fenn,
bearing the gsame date as this letter,

On the second page of the letter of Novembey 17 you give the summariged figures for
the funds of Hua Chung College as of July 31, 1946. At least two of the items ought

to be much smaller now, viz,, Operating Fund and Moving and Rehabilitation Mand,

Mr. Coe has drawn consideradly from Mr. Gilson has not reported to Mr. Greiner. 1

am asking Mr, Coe to urge Mr, Gilton to do it promptly, so that you may have the y
up=to=date information., It appears that Mr. Gilson is being overworked in the Shanghai
office.

We received sometime g0 your cablegram, advising us against the purchase of properties
A and B at present. Dr, Sherman's letter has already rcached us, and I have answered
it. We quite geo your point and are waiting for further instructions before we proceed
with the purchase of large tracts of land, btut whenever available, we may buy smell
pleces on the westeorn side of the 0ld City vall,

I do not now where you get the impression that "once in ften years or so the first
floors of the buildings (4f built on the new property outside the old City Wall) might
be flo ded to a depth of five or six feet. " This imprescion I dare say is not correct.
I have been connected with Wuchang since 1903, a period of forty-four years, end in
Ry experience Wuchang has been flooded only once, and that was in the sum:er of 1931,
At the time of that flood, which was the most serious recorded in history, our new

eet, and not all of it was flooded to that

« Bergamini in all By conversations with him,
the dbuildings built on that land would not be subject to any damage from flood {f he
should rajise the ground and build, say, a five-foot basement which could be used for
storage, Furthermore, if the Wuhan center should be developed, as it ought to be, the
government and the industrial and business people would be more concerned =bout a
flood then we would. Given proper and afficient management of the river conservancy,
serious floods could easily be avoided., OFf course, that does not mean that the Wahan
center would be absolutely flood-proof. Our Yangt ze problem is similar to that of the
Missiseipp! problem. However, with the warning of the flood of 1931, we would heve
our buildings erected so as to prevent seridu- Aamage to them, if a serious flood should
come. The railway is going through right next to our property, and the railway is one
of the main investments of the government. For that alone, they would see to it that
proper precautions are taken against any serious flood.




Mr. Oliver S. Lyford - 3 December 3, 1946

1 do not mean to urge that the trustees should approve our recommendation to buy the
property A and B, as indicated in Coe's letter to you, but &t the present moment land
i{s about the cheapest thing on the market, and as I have written before, no college
would heve too much land in the future if it is a going concern. Should we wait
until prosperity returned to Wuchang, we would hsve to pay much more for land than
wve would at the present time.

Of out 446 students, 39 have withirawn so far. About one-half of them have withdrawn
on health grounds, as alvised by the doctor. The war has done much damage to the health
of our youth. Some are suffering from serious malnutrition, and others from heart
trouble. The other half have withdrawn in order to go to Wuhan University because

that university announced its admis:ion of candidates only about three wecks ago. This
is no reflection on our work as compared with that in Wuhan Univereity. Most of the
students have been forced to go to Wuhan when they had the chance, because Wuhan as a
national university charges no fees and even gives free board and lodging to their
students. In normel times many people would be willing to pay for the kind of educa-
tion we are able to give, but meeting with serious finaneial difficulties mow, they
naturally send their children to zet a free education, even though ours may be better.
However, my fecling is that this situstion will not 1sst. As soon as there is a
settltment of the political situation and as soon as there is 2 reasonable budget for
the govermment, the government universities will h:ve to demand at least as much as

the state uMversities do in America in the way of fees; that is, only tuition will de
remitted or reduced,

If our 417 students should persist in the second semestor, we would have a reasonible
enrollment., We hope that we may be able to assimilate properly the 300 freshment. As
a matter of fact, this number has be'n reduced to 270. There is a good chance of our
succeeding in doing so because, as the dean reported to the faculty yesterday, omly
four of the 270 freshmen were really not good college material. All the rect seemed
to have adequate prepaeration for college work. This is really an encouragement. As
the dean said, the students =re much better than those we had in Yumman during the
wAY,

Ag Ohristmas is approaching, I recall with great pleasure my stay in America during
the last year and my privilege of seecing you and your family so frequently.

| With Greetings of the Season,

Yours sincerely,

signed Francis C. M, Vel

Enec,
TOMW /MRC

Copies sent to Dr. Sherman, Mr. Fowler, Mr., Greiner, Yale-in-China and Associated
Boards.
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WESLEY COLLEGE

YALE-IN-CHINA COLLEGE

Mr. Jo. Earl Fowler, Associate Secretary
Huachung Board of Trustees

281 Fogrth Avemge
New York Oity 10, U. Se Ao

Dsar Earl:

I have received your letter of November 22, enclosing & copy of the Mimjtes of the regular
meeting of the Board of Trystees, kncwn as the Bogrd of Founders, of Huachung College, as well

as the Mimites of the meeting of the Board of Directors of Central China College Foundatif®n
both held on October 31 at Gramsrcy Park, North, New York City, end have noted the eontents.

I wish to call attention to one clerical error on page two towards the bottom in the Minuvtes
of the Trystees, where the lady rnrofessor's name is givem as Wei Ting-tsai, whereas her name

is really Jai-king Teai.

I am glad to’lmow that negotiations of the trustees to join the United Board are mear their

monclusion, and that only when our Board has actually ioined the United Board will the neme
of the college in English be changed from Huva Chung College to Hwachung University.

I have also noted },ix t pending the teturn of full responsibility of the Board of Directors in
China, the Board“w ?T welcome as advisors to the rresident sgch directors as are now present

in the Wjhan area, with thevginderstanding that all stens taken shall be subjeet to the approv-

al of the Board of Trystees or its Executive Committee. We hope that the reorganization of the
Board of Directors in Chime may be effected before very loma«.

As I heve written to you earlier, we have received with gratitude the cable sent by Dr. Sher-
mm , President of the Trustees, for the celebration ot the enniversary of cur Foynders Dey on

Noweémber lst.

We have ﬁm'_.'notedmthe report made up by Dr. Lobenstine to the Trgstees on the situation
of the Yele~in=Chine Associastion, as far as its relation to Huachung is concerned end thet

it will continue its cooperation in Huachung for at least a period of five years, dating from
August 1, 194947)I have received a letter from Dr. Brank Fulton, also dated November 22, to

the same effect, stating thet the contribution of the Yale-in-Chine Association, beginning with
the next academi®d yeer, will be in persommel rather than in money eppro rhtioni and that Dr.

Fulton has been appointed a member of the Huachung faculty beginning with July 1, 1947.

It is welcome news that the Yale~in=China Association has decided to continve its cooperation
with vs, but it is vretty short notice that they ere going to discontinue their money appro-
priation after this present academic year, The withdrawal of US$5,000 will leave a serious
gap in our budget, and we shall have to fill it somehow or enothers I em seniing a cablegrem
to Dr. Brank Mjltom today to the effect that he and his wife, appointed for Huechung, and Mr.
Burton Rogers snd his wife who have avplied to the Persormel Committeeof the Yale-in-China Ae-
sociation for app ointment to join the Huachung faculty, are welcoms to our midst; but I em
writing in the sesme mail to Dr. Pulton thet the withdrawel of the money appropriation of
US$5,000 will create a very serious problem in our budget, beginning with next year. I report-
ed that to the Senate meet!.nﬁ yesterday, and I p_ointed ogt what. br. Fglton seid in his letter
of November 22 that "The real choice was not between contimuing our financial contribuvtion to
the budget or sending personnel, but between sending personnel or ceasing, now or in the neer
future, any support at all,"= "without a personalization of our relationship the end would
seem to be not far off."




Mr. J. Barl Fowler, Associate Secretary — 2, December 17, 1946

I would like to raise the question with you, as Assistent Becretary of the Overseas Depart-
ment of the Nationmal Cogncil, so that you may teke it up with Dr. Addison Ypon his retgrn to
his office, and possibly with Dr. Frenklin as treasurer of the National Council,as well as
writing to you as Associate Secretary of the Huachung Board of !‘rqltool g0 thet you my bring
the matter to the attention of the Board when it meets again, whether in view of this changed
situation the National Cogncil of the Church would not reconsider their aection of sending
twelve missionaries to our gtaff and making & money appropriation of U8$12,000 a yeer for
; the general budget so as to send us only ten missionaries end inoreasse the money appropria-
tion from US$12,000 a year to a larger sum in order at least to £ill up the gap left by the
" withdrawal of the Yale=in=China US$5,000. I em very loath to ask for this change because
personally I would like to see more missiomaries, and particularly the full quota from the
Rational Coumcil, but we have to consider the income to meet the bnjdget in the college, aside

from missionary salaries naid directly the cooperating missions. Prices are still rising,
and the exchange of the gold dollar in Chine is not keeging up with the rise, .

) Ve

We are taking stens to incresase tuition and other charges, but there is alweys & limit, If

, Wwe should inorease our fees to such an extent as to keep Ohristisn students end other worth-
while students away from our institution we my be defeating our owmn purpose, although we mey

increase our incoms from student fees. Also, if the inecrease of fees should reduce congid-
erably our enrollment, this item of our inoome would remain about the same. It is alweys
questionahle whether we should draw our stgdents mainly from those femilies who are able to

v&ye. OCertainly it is mot for this purpose that we have the Christian colleges in China.
Therefore, I would like to present this matter to the consideration of the Boerd of Trustees

of the college, as well as to the National Council of the Episconal Chgrch in the UeSe, and

I em perfectly willing to be guided by their decision. Begiming with the next term, we are
charging more then twice the fees of this term, and T am waiting enxiovsly to see what ef-

fect this will produce.

In the Senate meeting yesterday I stressed the importance of restricting our expenditure as
mjch as possible. As a consequence, a report of the Medical Committee has been referred

back in order to guard against undue expendityre on the medical care for the facvlty and
staff,

I have written again to Dr. Beaver in Lancaster, and I hope my letter will prodvce the right
effect in his mind. He is a very valuable mmn, and I hone that when he comes to join vs

next year he will be hhppy in ogr midst.

In one of Dr. Sherman's letters to ue he mentions the possibility of the National Couneil
making a grent towards the sabbatical expenses of Dr. Richard Bien. I have asked Dr. Bien

to make an application to the National Council for such a grant. When he has got his ap-
vlication ready, I shall send it with a covering letter.

With best wishes and Greetings for the S8eason, I am
Yours affeotionately,

FOMW/MRC
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December 20, 1946
MEMORANDUM:
To: Chaplain Frank L. Titus

From: Mr. J. Earl Fowler

The following is an excerpt of a letter written to me from
Dr. Wei, dated November 1l5th.

"It is good to know that the Rev. Frank L. Titus is succeeding
Father Swift, and that you are doing everything possible to fill
the National Council's quota of our faculty members. We need a
good missionary who can teach particularly the commercial courses,
such as accounting . Richard Bien is the only senior member

in the Physics-department, That is the reason why we are soO

eager to havegl 7 ow in Sheffield, appointed on the support
of the National S@pEerf to teach Physics here. I hope the National
Council will make an exception to his appointment, although he is

a non-Episcopalian., He has a Ph. D. from the University of Ireland
and another Ph. D. from the University of Cambridge, and has had
about ten years' teaching as lecturer of Physics in Sheffield
University. In the English universities a lecturer is of the

same rank as an assistant professor in America."

JEF:chh




December 24,

To: Book Store

Please order the following books for Huachung
University, Wuchang, Hupeh, China:
10 coples of Hoching's Types of Philosophy
10 copies of Randall and Bucller's Philosophy, all

Introduction (of the College Outline Series, Barnes
and Noble, New York)

These should be sent to Huachung University by book
post and the charge should be made as follows:

$10.00--Dr. Francis C. M. Wei's personal acocount

The balance charged to Huachung University Library Fund

J. Barl Fowle:

PYCT AN e
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